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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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10 Chapters on God’s F Se aa Prodestination 
and Election Explained From the Scriptures, Cor- 
recting the Errors of Hyper-Calvinism, Com- 
forting the Saints, Inviting Sinners 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Chapter IV 


Christ's Atoning Death Paid for the 
Sins of Every Person Ever Born 


It is only by ignoring a great! 


mass of Scriptures and many, 
many explicit statements in the 
Word of God that anyone can 
think that salvation is provided 
only for a few. From one end to 
the other, the Scriptures teach 
that God has provided salvation 
for everyone who would ever live 
and that whosoever will may be 
saved. 


God has plainly told us that 
Christ atoned for.the sins of the 
whole world, that God’s. tender 
heart longs to see all saved, that 
light and invitation and convic- 
tion does come to every sinner, 
and that the blessed invitation is 
given to every son and daughter 


of Adam to repent and _§ trust 
Christ for salvation! 

That proof is SO abundant and 
so unanswerable ‘that I hope the 
reader will take it much to heart. 
Only by refusing to hear- what 
God says can one say God is will- 
ing for any to be lost. 


I. Jesus Is the “Saviour of the 
World,” Not of a Selected Few 


The Samaritan men who heard 
the testimony of the woman of 
Sychar and then came and heard 
the Lord Jesus for themselves 
said, “...this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world’ (John 


(Continued on page 6) 
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“Father, Forgive Them” 


By Dr. Monroe Parker, President 
Pillsbury Conservative Baptist Bible College, 


“Then said Jesus, Father, 


Owatonna, Minnesota 


forgive them; for they know 


not what they they do.’ ’_TLuke 23 334. 


of the Son of God on the cross. 


Behold Him! 


See Him there between two 
thieves with the bloodthirsty mob 
around laughing, mocking, jeer- 
ing, sneering, reviling, cursing, 
and challenging Him to come 
down. Human hatred had reached 
its climax. The Lord of Glory 
hangs with hands and feet nailed 
to a cross of wood, brow torn with 
thorns, face beaten to a swollen 
mass, back lashed to _ purple 
shreds, tongue parched from the 
sting of vinegar and bitter from 
the taste of gall, lips cut by cruel 
fists and exposed. to the burning 
sun, and ears dulled by the cease- 
less cries of the rabble: “Away 
with Him!” “Crucify Him!” “Im- 
poster!” “We have no king but 
Caesar!” “Deceiver!” “Hail, King 
of the Jews!” “If Thou art the 
Son of God, save Thyself!’ “Come 
down from the cross and we will 
believe that Thou art the Son of 


God.”’ 


London, 1834- 1892 


“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee 


great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”— 


miah 33:3. 


Some of the most learned works 
in the world smell of the midnight 
oil; but the most spiritual and 
most comforting books and say- 


ae 
= 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


Jere- 


ings of men usually have a savour 
about them of prison-damp. I 
might quote many instances: John 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim may suffice in- 
stead of a hundred others; and 
this good text of ours, all mouldy 
and chill with the prison in which 
Jeremiah lay, hath nevertheless a 
brightness and a beauty about it 
which it might never have had if 
it had not come as a cheering 
word to the prisoner of the Lord, 
shut up in the court of the prison- 
house, : 

God’s people have always in 
their worst condition found out 
the best.of their God. He is good 
at all times; but He seemeth to 
be at His best when they are at 
their worst. 

Rutherford had a quaint say- 
ing that when he was cast into the 
cellars of affliction, he remem- 
bered that the great king always 
kept his wine there, and he began 
to seek at once for the wine bot- 
tles and to drink of the “wines 


I hesitate to touch the picture of the Saviour on Cal- 
vary’ s cross lest I leave my fingerprints upon it. Yet there 
is no scene in all eternity, historical or prophetical, which will 
so convict and convert and call and consecrate as that’ picture 


on the lees well refined.” They 
who dive in the sea of affliction 
bring up rare pearls. You. know, 
my companions in affliction, that 
it is so. You have proved that He 
is a faithful God, and that as your 
tribulations abound, so your con- 
solations also abound by Christ 
Jesus. 

My prayer is, in taking this 
text this morning, that some other 
prisoners of the Lord may have 
its joyous promise spoken ho 
to them; that you who are stra) 


by reason of present heavi 
spirit, may hear Him say, 
a soft whisper in your 
in your hearts, ‘Call 
and I will answer thee, and shew 
thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not.” 


The text naturally splits itself 


up into three distinct particles of 
truth. Upon these let us speak 
as we are enabled by God the 
Holy Spirit. First, prayer com- 
manded—‘‘Call unto me’; second- 
ly, an answer promised—“And I 
will answer thee”; thirdly, faith 


(Continued on page 9) 


He Could Have Come Down 


Jesus could have come down 
from the cross. He could have 
stepped down off of that cross 
just as He stepped from His heav- 
enly throne down to the manger 
of Bethlehem. But if He had done 
so, they would have said, “He 
performed a miracle. He pulled 
Himself off of the cross’; but 
they would have denied His deity. 
He did not accept the challenge 
to come down to prove that He 
was God. He stayed on the cross 


and proved it. He proved it by” 


dying and then rising from the 


legions of angels would have come 
to His rescue; “Then” He prayed, 


Held By His Passion 


Now He could have come down 
from the cross, but: there is a 
sense in which He could not have 
come down. He had become sin 
for us. Since “He saved others” 


He could not save Himself. His 
passion held Him fast to a cross 
of wood. It was the Father’s will 
and not the spikes of steel which 
held Him there. He was nailed 
to the cross. He could no longer 


(Continued on page 4) 


dead. “He is declared to be the 
Son of God with power . by the 
resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom. 1:4). 
“Then” i 

“Then said Jesus, Father, for- | 
give them; for they know ~not 2 
what they do.” “Then’—as they | #2 


they hurled their satire in His 
teeth; ‘“Then’—when they de- 
served to have the earth swallow 
them as it swallowed Korah and 
his. confederates; ‘‘Then’’—when 
He could have spoken and twelve 


heaped their scorn upon Him, as | 33 


Dr. Monroe Parker 


Leaders Write “Separate 
From Modernism” 


Stirring Comments From Many Christian Leaders on 
Article, “Is Dr. Barnhouse Right?” 


By Walter E. Handford, Assistant Editor 
The January 24 issue of THE SWORD OF THE LORD con- 


tained a long article on the Bible doctrine of separation. The 
article answered several recent statements by Dr, 


Donald 


Grey Barnhouse in which he scoffed at the fundamentalists 
who have separated themselves from denominations which 
were modernistic in their leadership. 


Advance copies of this article 
were sent to a number of Chris- 
tian leaders with the request for 
comments on the Bible position 
taken. Some did not respond and 
several preferred not to be quoted 
about the matter. But it was sig- 
nificant that there was not one 
letter which even hinted that Dr. 
Barnhouse’s position was right! 
+This is significant. The Scriptures 
are too plain to be misunderstood 
on the matter of separation. Those 


gelical compromise do not do so 
on any Bible basis. 


Read these impressive com- 
ments on the Bible grounds for 
separation which were. taken in 
the article, “Is Dr. Barnhouse 
Right?” 

“ * + 

“After reading your recent arti- 
cle in THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
‘Is Dr. Barnhouse Right?’ 
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who do take up for the new evan- 


we 


ourselves hardly able to believe 
the great change in the same 
person in’ such a short period of 
time. How can he be striving so 
hard to be a good Presbyterian in 
the USA group with this kind of 
a stand we do not know. The 
Westminster Confession of Faith 
in chapter 30 says, ‘Church cen- 
sures are necessary for the re- 
claiming and gaining of offending 
brethren; for deterring of others 
from like offenses; for purging 
out of that leaven which might 
infect the whole lump; for vindi- 
cating the honor of Christ, and 
the holy profession of the gospel, 
and for preventing the wrath of 
God, which might fully fall upon 
the church, if they should suffer 
His covenant, and the seals there- 
fof, to be profaned by notorious 
and obstinate offenders.’ 

“It is obvious that Dr. Barn- 


stand utterly amazed and’ find 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Chapter 17 . 


stian's Watchword 


“Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord 


is at hand.’’-——Phil. 4:5. 


There was a day when Christ led His disciples to the 
Mount of Olives, gave His commission to them, and began to 


rise into the sky. 
ceived Him out of their sight. 


As the gaze of the disciples was 
still fastened upon the disappear- 
ing Lord, two men in white ap- 
parel. appeared and began to 
speak. They said, “Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? This same _ Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.” 

Following these words they re- 
turned to Jerusalem and began a 
prayer service which lasted for 
ten days. On the day of Pentecost 
the disciples were all in one place, 
with one accord. The Holy Spirit 
came in mighty power upon them. 
They began to witness of the life, 
the death, and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Thousands were 
saved. In the days to come, they 
continued their faithful witnessing 
of the Lord. But as they worked, 
they never forgot the promise of 
His coming. 

Therefore, we find that the 
early Christians lived and labored 
in the light of the bléssed hope. 
They suffered nameless persecu- 
tions for .the Christ they looked 
for daily. 


Now when Paul wrote to the 
Christians in Philippi, he had 
much to say about the second 


‘coming of the Lord Jesus. In the 
fourth chapter he began to deal 
with very practical matters. 

“Therefore, my brethren dearly 
beloved and longed for, my joy 
and crown, so stand fast in the 
Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech 
Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, 
that they be of the same mind in 
the Lord. And I intreat thee also, 
true yokefellow, help those wo- 
men which laboured with me in 
the gospel, with Clement also, and 
with other my _ fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the book of 
life.”—Phil. 4:1-3. 

As we come to verse 4, we find 
the apostle returning to his theme 
of rejoicing, for he said: 


As the disciples watched Him, a cloud re- 


made known unto God.” Nothing 
that troubles us is too trifling to 
bring to the Lord. We _ should 
pray about everything. | 

Third, pray “with thanksgiv- 
ing.” Please notice that he said 
“in every thing’ pray and give 
thanks, “for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you” (I Thess. 5:18). It is easy 
to give thanks when we receive 
the things that please us, but 
otherwise it is sometimes hard. 
When our plans fail and when 
our friends betray us, it is not 
so easy to give thanks unto God. 
Let us remember to give thanks 
for everything that comes our 
way. 

Yes, the Lord is at hand. He is 
an ever-present Christ. We need 
to lean upon Him, -rest in Him, 
and fear not. 

He is at hand: in His second 
coming. If Paul felt that the Lord 
was at hand, then how much 
more should we feel it today in 
the light of His soon coming to 
receive us. There are three prac- 
tical admonitions I would like to 
give, 


I. The Lord Is at Hand; 
Therefore Be Prayerful 
“Take ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time 
is.”’—Mark 13:3 
The Lord is coming; therefore, 
we need to be watching and pray- 
ing. The sore need of every Chris- 
tian in this present hour is more 


=| prayer. We need prayer which digs 


down deep into our hearts. We 
need to pray burning, sincere, 
heartfelt prayers which reach the 
throne of God and allow _ the 
searchlight of the Holy Spirit to 
shine into our hearts. The men 


___|and women who have been greatly 


Dr. Lee Roberson 


“Rejoice in the Lord 
and again I say, Rejoice.” 

In verse 5 he states: 

“Let your moderation |or your 
gentleness| be known unto all 
men, The Lord is at hand.” 

That expression, “The Lord is 
at hand,’ seems to have been a 
favorite one of the apostle and 
the watchword of the early Chris- 
tians. They used the nearness of 
the Lord, both as to space and 
time, to keep their lives in tune. 

Paul. said, “The Lord is at 
hand,” and since He is at hand, 
there are three suggestions I want 
to make to you as_ Christian 


alway: 


people. 
First, he said, “Be careful for 
nothing.” Since the Lord is com- 


ing soon, it is exceedingly import- 
ant for us not to be careful and 
anxious about minor matters. 
Since the Lord is at hand, there 
is not time for foolish worry. 
Second, “In every thing by 
prayer and_ supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
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used of God in ages past have 
always been mighty in prayer. As 
you read the biographies of the 
famous, the spirit of prayer pre- 
dominates in every life. | 

Jesus, the Son of God, took time 
to pray. In the midst of His great- 
est activity and opportunity for 
service, we read that He withdrew 
Himself from the multitude and 
sought out a solitary place where 
He could pray. In the Garden of 
Gethsemane the Saviour prayed in 
such anguish of spirit that His 
sweat became blood. There are not 
many of us who are willing to 
pay such a supreme price in order 
to have power with God. And yet 
we must remind ourselves that 
this was the all-powerful Son of 
God who felt the need of prayer. 

Can it be that many people who 
are gifted, talented, and well 
equipped for the service of God 
fail because they do not pray? It 
is the tragedy of this hour that 
many people seem to think that 
if they know the mechanics of 
serving God, that is all that is 
necessary. May this thought be 
far removed from your minds. No 
service is acceptable unto God 
unless it is rendered upon the 
wings of prayer. Therefore, may 
we withdraw ourselves to the se- 
cret place and there pray until we 
have an answer. 

What foolishness that we seek 
the advice of our friends and fam- 
ilies before we have even spent 
as much as five minutes in earn- 
est prayer. What foolishness that 
we would trust the advice of a 
mere human when we could have 
the leadership of an all-wise God. 

The Lord is at hand; therefore 
be prayerful. Pray about. the small 
things, Pray about everything 
that will affect your life in rela- 
tion to others. It is not only hard; 
it is impossible to live a godly 
Christian life without prayer. And 
yet, how many are trying to do it! 


li. The Lord Is at Hand; 
Therefore Be Patient 


The Word of God teaches this 
very fact. It is repeated twice in 
two verses in James 5:7, 8: 

“Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord. Be- 
hold, the husbandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter 
rain, Be ye also patient; stablish 
your hearts: for the coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh.” 

The Lord is at hand; therefore 
be patient in your. Christian 
labors: It is necessary that there 
be a sowing time in order to reap 
a harvest. We who are workers 
for Jesus must remember that we 
cannot always reap, but we must 
sow as well. We must be as a 
farmer who waits for the season 
of harvest. 


Be patient in hardships, for the 
Lord is at hand. All of our worry 
and concern will. fade into thin 
air when Jesus appears. Today 
you are troubled about everything, 
but if Christ should come in this 
moment, every worry would be 
over, and as a Christian you would 
rise to meet Him. Therefore, “Be 
careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made_known unto God.” 
And here is His promise, “And the 
peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” 


Be patient in sorrow; the Lord 
is at hand. Paul believed this, and 
it sustained him through many 
dark hours. He gave this word in 
encouragement to the Christians 
in Thessalonica. It was to them 
that he said: 


“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of ‘tthe archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another’. with 
these words.”’—I Thess. 4:13-18. 

In the time of sorrow there is 
no comfort that can equal the 
promise of His coming, for the 
day that JeSus comes, the dead 
in Christ shall rise, the living 
Shall be changed, and there will 
be a glorious reunion in the sky. 
The week itthis is written many 
members of our church have been 
saddened in the going of three: of 
our fellow Christians. We have 
followed the caskets to the ceme- 
taries. We have shed our tears 
with the sorrowing families. But 
listen, the Lord is at hand! His 


him not. Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that; when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. And every 
man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.”’--I John 3:1-3. 

Paul gave the same thought in 
the book of Titus, chapter 2, when 
he said: 

“Teaching us that, denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world: 
Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; Who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” 

The Apostle Peter had the same 
thought when he said: 

“Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and god- 
liness.”—II Pet. 3:11. 

In the light of the coming of 
our Lord, the Word of God calls 
for purity of speech, purity of 
thought, and purity of conduct. 

To be pure of heart, mind, 
speech, and conduct is to be ready 
when He comes. To be pure of 
heart and life is to shed abroad 
an influence which will! bless 
others. To be pure of heart is 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit; 
as a matter of fact, there is no 
other way for God’s Holy Spirit 
to fill and pervade your life ex- 
cept through separation from sin 
and the world, and purity of life. 
To be pure of heart, life, and con- 
duct is to be used’of God, for God 
must have a clean vessel. Listen 
to these words of the Apostle 
Paul: 

“Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from in- 
iquity. But in a great house there 
are not only vessels of gold and 
of silver, but also of wood and of 
earth; and some to honour, and 
some to dishonour. If a man there- 
fore purge himself from these, he 
Shall be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the mas- 
ter’s use, and prepared unto every 
good work.’’—II Tim. 2:19-21. 

Is there a spot upon your life 


A. HOUSE 
PIERS: BUT 
SAND YEARS.—BILLY SU NDAY. 


IS BUILT OF 


BRICKS AND STONES, SILLS, POSTS, 
A HOME IS BUILT OF LOVING DEEDS THAT STAND A THOU=< 


AND 
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coming is near, and in that day 
we shall see our loved ones face 
to face again. 

Be patient in your 
with others, for the Lord is at 
hand. This is what James said to 
the people after exhorting them 
to be patient: 

“Grudge not one against an- 
other, brethren, lest ye be con- 
demned: behold, the judge stand- 
eth before the door. Take, my 
brethren, tthe prophets, who have 
spoken in the name of the Lord, 
for an example of suffering afflic- 
tion, and of patience. Behold, we 
count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the’ patience 
of Job, and have seen the end of 
the Lord; that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy.’’— 
Jas. 5:9-11. 

In the same manner, the Apostle 
Paul exhorted Euodias and Syn- 
tyche that they be of the same 
mind in the Lord. Why do we 
make so much of differences when 
the Lord is coming, and at His 
coming, every difference will be 
made straight and right? As a 
Christian looking for the Lord 
Jesus, pass by the slights and 
insults which are given you. Your 
attention is fastened on something 
a thousand times bigger. Don’t 
try to get revenge against those 
who mistreat you. Leave it all in 
the hands of the Lord. Pray for 
your enemies. Love them that de- 
spitefully use you and be patient 
until the coming of the Lord. 


Ii. The Lord Is at Hand; 
Therefore Be Pure 


You may be asking, “Do we 
have any Scripture for this?” I 
can answer, “Yes, the very finest 
and strongest statements exhort 
us to be pure, for He is coming.” 

“Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew 


differences 


which would make you an unfit 
vessel for the Master’s use? If so, 
then claim the promise of I John 
1:9, “If we confess our sins, he 


is faithful and just to forgive us- 


Our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all. unrighteousness.” It is true 
that we make mistakes and that 
our lives are often touched by the 
impurities of a sinful world, but 
that is no reason for us to con- 
tinue in such a state, for God has 
given us a way whereby we can be 
cleansed, and whereby we can be 
pure in His sight. The Lord is at 
hand, and John says, “And every 
man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure,” 


Let me call Christian people to 
a new place of separation and 
dedication of life. If you are to 
be used of God, there must be a 
separation from the world and a 
dedication to the work of God. 

In closing, let me press upon 
lost people the significance of the 
statement, ‘“‘The Lord is at hand.” 
Are you ready to meet Him? No, 
you are not ready, but you can be. 
He is at hand now to save you, 
and He will come one day to re- 
ceive you unto Himself. The way 
of salvation is plain. No person 
need miss the way. “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise per- 
ish.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 


‘Christ in plain and simple words 


set forth the way of salvation 
when He said, “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not be- 


lieved in the name of the only be- 


gotten Son of God.” 


Yes, the Lord is at hand. It is 
my prayer ‘that you, dear reader, 
are ready “to meet -‘Him. 


(From the book, SOME GOLDEN DAY- 
BREAK. 116 pages, 17 chapters. $2,005; 
please add 15c for packing and postage if 
ordered from the Sword of the Lord, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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‘eviron’s NOtES 


by John R. Rice 


Just now I sit in the Cincinnati 
airport, at 3:15 pm., Saturday, 
February 1, arriving on Delta 
Airlines, After *two hours’ wait, 
I will be leaving on Piedmont 
Airlines for Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, for the major Sword 
Conference on Revival and Soul- 
Winning there February 2-5, at 
Urban Street Baptist Church. Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., and Dr. Lee 
Roberson of Chattanooga (presi- 
dent of the Tennessee Temple 
Schools), will help me there. Dr. 
Elmer Piper will lead the music. 


Then, Thursday through Sun- 
day, February 6-9, we go to 
Wilson, North Carolina, at the 
Armory, Dr. Bill Rice taking the 
place of Dr. Roberson and Ellis 
Zehr helping Dr. Piper with the 
music. 


What a stew getting ready! 
Four broadcasts last night after 
supper, two this morning before 
leaving at 10:15, long-distance 
telephone calls, mail, instructions 
to workers, packing! Praise God 
for His help. Now if, in mercy, 
He will breathe on us all as. we 
speak for Him, and will breathe 
on this issue of THE SworD which 
we complete under stress! 


Subscription Price Goes Up June 1 


We announce it now, so all may 
renew subscriptions ahead of time. 
Rising cqsts compel us to raise 
the regular subscription price to 
$3.a year, three years for $6 in 
the United States (50c yearly ad- 
ditional for Canadian and foreign 
subscriptions because of the extra 
postage costs). 

Long ago other Christian mag- 
azines raised rates. Note these 
regular yearly rates: 

Sunday School Times, weekly, 


$4 


Christianity Today, every other 
week, $5 

Christian Century, every other 
week, $6 


Evangelical Christian, monthly, $4 

We have absorbed rising paper 
costs, increased wages, expensive 
editorial material at great loss. 
So, to break even, we are com- 
pelled to raise subscription rates 
as of June 1. 


Our Heavy Expenses: How 
You Can Help 


Few can realize the heavy ex- 
penses of publishing a high-grade 
Christian paper with world-wide 
circulation. We publish the great- 
est sermons written in this gener- 
ation, beyond any doubt. 

We recently paid out $1,600 for 
ten award-winning sermons. Some 
men worked weeks, months on 
these great sermons. They will 
last only ten weeks, not counting 
all the other great material pub- 
lished each week. 

Our puzzle department fills only 
a half page, yet it may well cost 
us $10,000 this year, for salaries, 
prizes, postage, records, etc. 

There were 2,300 correct’ an- 
swers last week,. keeping several 
workers busy a week, requiring 
2,300 prizes to be bought, ad- 
dressed, and mailed! But multi- 
tudes say these Bible Crossword 
Puzzles help them learn the Bible. 
It gets many young people started 
reading Christian literature. 

A new series of Jungle Doctor 
stories, the best missionary liter- 
ature written in the last decade, 
will be run soon, costing us $450. 

Our free literature in many 
languages costs us much. Help 
to ministerial students with life- 
changing books amounted to $56,- 
000 in 1956, of which we got gifts 
for less than half the cost. Thou- 
sands of pastors, missionaries, and 
national pastors in foreign lands 
want THE SworpD and cannot pay 
or need help for subscription 
costs. 


PLEASE HELP US! You can 
help us greatly in the following 
ways: 

1. Renew subscriptions prompt- 
ly. Save and help us by renew- 
ing before June 1 when new higher 
rates begin. 

2. Subscribe for others. It is 
a blessed missionary work, life- 
changing for thousands. 

3. Send gifts to our Ministers 
and’ Missionary Subscription Gift 
Fund. 


4, Patronize our advertisers. 


rtalk about THE SworpD; 


p.m. 


North Carolina. 


Thus you will help greatly to en- 
courage these worthy people who 
help pay ourbills by advertising 
revenue. 

o. Talk up THE Sworp! Your re- 
commendation, your kind word 
for this faithful, soul-winning de- 
fender of the faith will make 
friends and subscribers. 


6. Above all, pray! This burden, 
so. heavy, we cannot carry without 
divine help. So please help us and 
plead for God’s help to carry on 
this. blessed work. 


We Recommend Three Years’ 
Renewal Now! 


Now you may renew your own 
subscription in the U. S. A. three 
full years for $5. Why wait till 
June 1 and pay $3 a year? You 
will help us, too, by renewing 
now. Help us> get a good solid 
subscription list settled before 
the new rates come. Say “renewal” 
and we will add the full renewal 
time you pay for to your present 
expiration date: 

You will save money. We save 
making new stencils each year, 
save promotion costs, keep our 
subscription list high! 


Have “SWORD Sunday” in Your 
Church in April 


Many churches help us’ and 
help their members by having a 
“SWORD Sunday.” The pastor 
(or other responsible church lead- 
er) should write us (1) promising 
to give a three- or five-minute 
(2) asking 
for a definite number of samples 
he will be responsible for giving 
out at the service, and a definite 
number of subscription envelopes; 
(3) promising to have a responsi- 
ble person take up the subscrip- 
tions at the service, and send 
them in. We then will send the 
samples of THE Sworp free, will 
send the subscription envelopes, 
and will make you a rock-bottom 
price of only $1.50 per year, 16 
months for $2, two years for $3. 

Please, pastor, your people need 
THE SworpD,. Will you co-operate 
by having a “SWORD Sunday’? 
Please say exactly how many sam- 
ples you will get out (one for 


every family). Be definite! And 
if you promise, be sure to do 
earnestly, for Jesus’ sake, what 
you do. 


Address Editor John R. Rice, 
214 West Wesley, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. 


LATER: At Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, Wednesday, 
February 5 


The Sword of the Lord Confer- 
ence on Revival and Soul Winning 
at Winston-Salem is a blessed 
success. Preachers and Christian 
workers are here from Virginia, 
West Virginia, Ohio, ‘Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Arkansas, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, ete. The 
building of the Urban Street Bap- 
tist Church has not been large 
enough. It has been filled in the 
daytime, overrun at night. Mon- 
day night I sat on the floor, giv- 
ing my seat to an old preacher. 
Last night I noticed 14 standing 
on one side of the auditorium, 15 
on the other side, some sitting on 
the edge of the platform, a half 
dozen inside the baptistery, others 
sitting in the passageway to the 
educational building. People stood, 
a vestibule full, for three solid 
hours. Every seat, every extra 
chair, was filled before the 6:45 
service last night. Great 
credit goes to Pastors Elmo Ren- 
egar of Urban Street Baptist 
Church, and Paul Raker of the 
Faith Baptist Tabernacle for the 
fine promotion, enlistment, and 
advertising. All expenses of the 
conference except love offerings 
were raised ahead of time. 

Great power from God has been 
on the speakers, Dr. Bob Jones, 
Dr. Lee Roberson, and in God’s 
mercy, on this unworthy editor. 
Last night 25 men _ pledged 
to start family altars in their 
homes, and their wives vowed to 
help them. A number have been 
saved. Tonight we will rope off 
a section for those bringing un- 
saved friends. 

- The singing has been heavenly, 
with great moving of the Spirit 
and many tears, 


Tomorrow Begins 4 Days 
in Wilson Armory 
After the double service tonight 
when I speak and Dr. Bob Jones, 
then Dr. Piper and I leave with 
Rev. Paul Raker for Wilson, 
We should ar- 


Se 
te a 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 


Contributing Editor 


Without Respect of Persons 


The ground is always level at 
the foot of the cross, and the door 


of salvation is plainly labeled, 
“For Sinners Only.” Position, 
power, wealth, fame, or what- 


have-you means nothing when it 
comes to obtaining salvation, and 
every preacher should be con- 
scious of that truth in his minis- 
try. On Gypsy Smith’s third trip 
to America he was invited to hold 
special “drawing room meetings’”’ 
for some of the elite in one of the 
largest mansions on Fifth Avenue 
in New York City. It was not a 
public meeting, but personal let- 
ters were sent to various aristo- 
cratic ladies of New York, invit- 
ing them to be present. There 
were to be six meetings (it turned 
out to be seven!) and at the first 
there were one hundred and 
seventy-five ladies present, in- 
cluding a number of the exclusive 
“400.” 

What. was the theme of this 
converted gypsy—who had never 
attended school a single day: in 
his life—when he faced Mrs. John 
D. Rockefeller, her daughter, Mrs. 
Russell Sage, and many other 
well-known ladies? The “Gypsy” 
described it in his autobiography: 
“My first sermon was on ‘Repent- 
ance.’ I did not try to adapt my- 
self in any way to the rank of my 
congregation. I only remembered 
that they were sinners needing a 
Saviour. It was just. an ordinary 
service, lasting for an hour anda 
quarter.” 

We need more preachers in the 
twentieth century like Gypsy 
Smith and the Apostle Paul, who 
will preach without fear or favor 
and show no respect of personage. 
“For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus 


Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor. 
oe A 
* od * 
Who’s the Boss? 
Juvenile delinquency experts 


might profit from reading the 
comment a disgusted school teach- 
er made when resigning: “In pub- 
lic schools today the teacher is 
afraid of the principal; the prin- 
cipal is afraid of the superintend- 
ent; the superintendent is afraid 
of the school board; the boards 
are afraid of the parents; the par- 
ents are afraid of the children; 
and the children are afraid of no- 
body.” 

Former president Harry Tru- 
man was right in his observation, 
“Lazy parents, baby-sitters and a 
shortage of switches have made 
the teacher’s role a hard one.” 

Methinks that humorous defini- 
tion of child psychology is alto- 
gether too tragically true which 
gece it as: “The art of applying 

soft pedal instead of a hard 
pale.” 


* + 


“EVEN IF YOU’RE ON THE]; 


RIGHT TRACK. YOU'LL GET 
RUN OVER IF YOU JUST SIT 
THERE.”’—Lincoln (Ga.) Journal 


* * * 


Happy Homes Are Exceptions 

To be unhappily married is the 
rule. To be happily married is the 
exception. to that rule. The front 
page of the Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, Twin City: Senti- 
nel, carried an account recently 
of a speech Attorney Samuel G. 
Kling made before the Maryland 
State Bar Association meeting in 
Atlantic. City: Mr. Kling is a re- 
cognized authority in the field and 
has authored several books on 
marriage. 

He told his fellow lawyers sta- 
tistics show that for every four 
marriages, one is broken by di- 
vorce, two are merely tolerated 
for one reason or other, and only 
one could be called “really hap- 
py.” He declared that the average 
marriage survives 10 years as 
compared with the “for life’ mar- 
riages of a half century ago. The 
attorneys were told that in a sur- 
vey of 81,000 marriages which 
ended in divorce in 1949, almost 
half of them had lasted only five 
years or lg@gs. 

Kling cited youthful marriages 
as one of the predominant factors 
of divorce, and also said: “Some 
couples remain unhappily wed be- 
eause of religious scruples, sOme 
for the sake of children, others 
from sheer inertia, some because 
of cowardice or lack of gumption, 
some for reasons of vanity, status 
or prestige.” 


Apparently Mr. Kling thinks 
that divorce is the proper solution 
for an unhappy. marriage. Actual- 
ly, nothing could be farther from 
the truth, and if you are unhap- 
pily married, what you need is 
not a new mate but a strong dose 
of “old-time religion” such as they 
had back in the days when mar- 
riage was “for life.” 

The home which is built upon 
Christ will not collapse. When 
husband and wife know Christ as 
their personal Saviour, are active- 
ly engaged in serving Him, and 
honestly strive to fulfill their re- 
sponsibilities in their relationships 
with one another according to the 
Word _ of God (for example, see 
Eph. 5:21-33), their home will be 
a suena of Heaven. Ali the forces 
of Hell combined couldn’t break 
up that type of home. 

Why not set out with His help 
to make your home the exception 
to the rule? Say with Joshua: “. 
but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 


* * * 
Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard: 
Thru March 2: 


Parr Memorial Baptist Church 
Petoskey, Michigan 


With the 
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By the Editor 


EVANGELIST CARLYLE 
SCOTT, 713 Whitlock Avenue, 
Crawfordsville, Indiana, recently 
concluded a meeting with the Fel- 
lowship Baptist Church of Colum- 
bus, Indiana, where Rev. Charles 
Dehaven is pastor. During the 
meeting there were 41 public de- 
cisions, most of which were for 
salvation and church membership. 
Of special interest is the fact that 
the pastor and his wife were both 
saved ina revival Evangelist 
Scott conducted .in Tfidianapolis 
in 1942. The year 1958-marks 
Evangelist Carlyle Scott’s 25th 
year of continuous full-time re- 
vival work. 

* * * 


Dr. Norman S. MacPherson, 
pastor of the Farwest Baptist 
Church in Long Beach, reports a 
good meeting with EVANGELIST 
EDDIE WAGNER, 123 North Van 
Buren, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
During the one-week meeting 
which closed January 26, there 
were 20 first-time decisions for 
Christ, 88 rededications to Christ, 
40 who promised to maintain a 
family altar, and 25 who vowed 
to tithe. 


New Booklet on / 
National Council of 


Churches 


The Christian Beacon Press has 
just released a 43-page pamphlet 
by Dr. Carl McIntire of Collings- 
wood, New Jersey, giving a new 
appraisal of the National Council 
of Churches. It is filled with up- 
to-date information on the WNa- 
tional Council of Churches organ- 
ization, its modernistie and social- 
istically inclined leadership, and 
its recent activities. There is an 
important section dealing with the 
new president of the National 
Council of Churches, Dr. Edwin T. 
Dahlberg. Quotations from Dr. J. 
B. Matthews, former chief investi- 
gator of the House Committee -on 
Un-American Activities, are very 
revealing. 

This collection of fresh facts! on 
the apostate National Council will 
make important reading for 
preachers and other Christians 
who ought to be informed about 
these serious matters. The price 
for this 43-page.-pamphlet is 25c 
each, 5 for $1, 55 for $10. They 
may be ordered from Christian 
Beacon Press, Box 218, Collings- 


.| wood, New Jersey. 


March 3, 4: 
Texas Premillennial Fellowship 
Miller Road Baptist Church 
Garland, Texas 


March 9-23: 


First Baptist Church 
Whitesville, W. Ya. 


“When I am dying how glad I 
will be 

That the lamp of my life has been 
blazed out for Thee. 

I shall not ‘mind in whatever I 
gave, 

Labor or money, 
| SAVE. 

I shall not mind that the way has 
been rough! 

That Thy dear feet led the way 
was enough. 

When I am dying how glad I 
shall be 

That the lamp of my life has been 
blazed out for Thee.” 


—Charles Cowan 


one heathen to 


rive by one o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Dr. Bob Jones and Brother 
Renegar will follow tomorrow 
morning. Dr. Bill Rice and singer 
Ellis Zehr are there already for 
the four days, Thursday through 
Sunday, in the Wilson Armory 
We expect great blessings in that 
conference sponsored by about a 
dozen pastors and churches. 

BRETHREN, PLEASE PRAY 
FOR US! 


We tell our students that a 
Christian can do anything he 
ought to do. First: We want ev- 
ery Christian to pray for Bob 
Jones University. You ought to 
do that. We should pray one for 
another, and Bob Jones Universi- 
ty is a Christian institution and it 
is training Christian leaders. Sec- 
ond: You Christians can co-operate 
with Bob Jones University as far 
as your influence goes by helping 
us line up students who can be 
trained to go out in the world to 
give an uncompromising, Christian 
testimony. Third: Now, we do not 
say that everybody ought to in- 
vest some money in Bob Jones 
University; but we have a feeling 
that some of you friends who have 
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read these appeals have felt that 
you should invest some of the 
money God has given you in the 
work here; so if you ought to do 
it, we want you to do it. We will 
use one-third of the Lord’s money 
you invest for the direct spread 
of the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth; one-third will be put in our 
student help fund; and one-third 
will-go into the maintenance fund. 
Now, think it over and pray over 
it; and if you feel led to invest 
some money in the work here, we 
will appreciate it. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8S. C, 
(Advertisement) 
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lift up His hands in blessing. He 
could no longer wipe the tears 
from human eyes. His hands were 
nailed to the cross. He could no 
longer walk the dusty roads of 
Galilee and the limestone cliffs 
of Judea. His feet were spiked 
to the cross. He could no longer 
teach and preach in the temple 
and the synagogues and on the 
mountainsides. But there was 
something that He could do. 


He Prayed 

Jesus could pray so He prayed. 
He did not wait until He was 
nailed to a cross to pray. He spent 
whole nights in prayer. He taught 
us that “men ought always to 
pray; and not to faint’ (Luke 
18:1). He prayed without ceasing, 
and even when He came to die, 
He prayed this earnest prayer out 
of compassion for His crucifiers. 


“When He Could Do Nothing Else” 


“Then’—when He _ could do 
nothing else—He prayed. “Then” 
Jesus taught us that we can al- 
ways pray. There are no trials so 
great that you cannot serve God 
in the ministry of prayer. I talked 
with a sweet old lady the other 
day in a charity rest home. For 
over two years she has lain flat 
on her back, her hands trembling 
with palsy and her body racked 
with pain. She said, “I am ready 
to go on to be with the Lord. My 
days of usefulness are gone. There 
is nothing I can do now except 
pray. I pray for you. I pray for 
the missionaries and I pray for 
many others.” That old saint is 
serving God. Her days of useful- 
ness were not over when she was 
confined to a rest home two years 
ago. God answers prayer! 


The day was long; the burden I 
had borne 

Seemed heavier than I could long- 
er bear, 

And then it lifted—but I did not 
know 

Some one had knelt in prayer; 


. Had taken me to God that very 
hour, 

And asked the easing of the load, 
and He 

In infinite compassion had stooped 
down 

And taken it from me. 


We cannot tell how often as we 
pray 

some bewildered one, 
and distressed, 


For hurt 


= 
Finish HIGH SCHOOL Home 
Complete 4 Yrs. _in 12 Months 


Learn More! Earn More! Enter professional or 
technical schools. Advance Sotially. Live a Hap. 
pier, Fuller Life. Individual Courses or complete 
schedule, WRITE FOR SCHOOL BULLETIN, , 
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Choose the Vacation Bible School 

course that’s ALL-BIBLE and all 
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packed Bible stories, colorful work- 

books, purposeful handicraft and 

messagéfilled music—it’s the 1958 
' VBS course by Scripture Press! 
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wY SCRIPTURE PRESS 
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J books, 5 manuals, promotional aids, 
catalog), $3.15 : 
Money refunded if not satisfied. 
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“Father, Forgive Them” 


, 


The answer comes—but many 
times those hearts 
Find sudden peace and rest. 


Some one had prayed; and Faith, 
a reaching hand, 

Took hold of God, and brought 
Him down that day! 

So many, many hearts have need 
of prayer— 

Oh, let us pray! 


Jesus’ Prayer Answered 


“Then said Jesus, Father, for- 
give them; for they know not 
what they do.” Do not imagine 
that those words were simply an 
expression which fell from the 
lips of Jesus just to show us that 
He was willing to die. They show 
us that He was willing to die, but 
they have far greater significance. 
They were no mere expression. 
They were a prayer that rang 
from the depth of His soul and 
reached the ear of the Father. 
Fifty days later, on the day of 
Pentecost, and on the following 
day five thousand of those who 
“knew not what they did” were 
converted. Jesus had prayed, ‘‘Fa- 
ther, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.” Peter said, “I 
wot that through ignorance you 
did it” (Acts 3:17). Why were five 
thousand people converted in two 
days’ time? It was not simply be- 
cause the Holy Spirit came at 
Pentecost, although without His 
presence they would not _have 
been saved. They were not con- 
verted simply because of Peter’s 
eloquence, although he preached 
eloquently and boldly the blessed 
Gospel as he was filled with the 
Holy Ghost. But a multitude was 
converted in answer to Jesus’ 
prayer. 


“Father, Forgive Them” 

Now notice that. Jesus did not 
exercise His prerogative as God 
to forgive. them. He was as much 
God as was the Father, but He 
was also a man. He was just as 
qyuman as if He had not been God. 
He was the unique God-man. 
When Jesus was born of the vir- 
gin, He did not cease to be God. 
He did not lay aside the qualities 
of Deity, but He laid aside the 
independent exercise of those 
qualities. He did not lay aside the 
exercise of His divine qualities, 
but the INDEPENDENT exercise 
of those qualities. He became de- 
pendent upon God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit. 


“He Obeyed the Father” 


His very motto was, “I come 
to do thy will, O God.” He said, 
“My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me” (John 4:32). 
In Gethsemane He prayed, ‘Not 
as I will, but as thou wilt.” In 
order that Jesus might be a per- 
fect human being, subject to hu- 
man limitations and that He 
might stay in character as a man, 
yet never cease to be the infinite 
God, He turned the reins of His 
life over to God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit. He was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the Devil. He 
performed all of His miracles in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
When at the first miracle in Cana 
of Galilee, as Milton wrote, ‘‘con- 
scious water knew its Lord and 
blushed,” it was the Holy Spirit 
who changed the water to wine. 
When at the grave at Bethany 
Jesus cried, ‘Lazarus, come 
forth!” it was the Holy Spirit who 
quickened,.the decaying flesh of 
the sleeping Lazarus. When on the 
Sea of Galilee Jesus said to the 
wind, “Cease blowing’! and to 
the waves, “Be still!’ it. was the 
Holy Spirit who changed the 
stormy sea to a limpid, star-lit 
mirror and wrought that holy 
hush. 


As A Man He Prayed 


Jesus was God, but He was a 
man. As a man He prayed, “Fa- 


ther, forgive them,” and in so do-- 


ing He taught us to pray. If the 
prayer of Jesus was answered, our 
prayers will be answered. Jesus 
based His plea upon His own 
merit, and we must base our plea 
upon His merit, too, and not up- 
on our own. Then God will an- 
swer our prayers as certainly -as 
He answered Jesus’ prayer, 


A young lady came to me one 
day and said, “Dr. Parker, I want 
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you -to-pray for me, I know God 
will answer your prayer.” 


I said, “I shall be glad to pray 
for you but, you know, God will 
answer your prayers as certainly 
as He will answer mine.” 

“But,” she said, “my prayers do 
not seem to get any higher than 
the ceiling.” — 

I answered, “So what? God is 
not confined to a realm above 
the ceiling. We pray, ‘Our Father 
which art in heaven.’ It is literally, 
‘Our Father which art in the hea- 
vens.’ He is in the third heaven 
and in the stellar heaven, and He 
is also in the atmospheric heaven. 
He is here and He is accessible to 
you. If my prayers are answered, 
they are not answered because I 
am good, but because of Jesus’ 
righteousness. On the other hand, 
I cannot pray a genuine prayer if 
I regard iniquity in my heart.” If 
Jesus’ signature is honored at the 
bank of Heaven when the check is 
made out to “Cash,” it will be 
honored when the check is made 


‘out to you or to me. 


“Forgiveness Needed” 


“Then said Jesus, Father, FOR- 
GIVE them; for they know not 


“| Acknowledge | 
~My Sin” 


What we want in these days is 
a true and deep revival in the 
church of God. I have little sym- 
pathy with the idea that God is 
going to reach the masses by a 
cold and formal ‘church. The judg- 
ment of God must begin with us! 
You notice that when Daniel got 
that wonderful answer to prayer 
... he was confessing his sin.... 
So also when Job was confessing 
his sin, God turned his captivity 
and heard his prayer. 

God will hear our prayer and 
turn our captivity when we take 
our true place before Him, and 
confess and forsake our. trans- 
gressions. It was when. Isaiah 
cried out before the Lord, “I am 
undone,” that the blessing came 
....Lt was when David said, “I 
have sinned!” that God-dealt in 
mercy with him. “I acknowledged 
my sin unto Thee, and mine _in- 
iquity have I not hid. I said, I 
will confess my transgressions un- 
to the Lord: and thou forgavest 
the iniquity of my sin.”"—Ps. BV bes 8 
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what they do.” The one thing 
for which He prayed for them in 
His dying hours was forgiveness. 
That was their primary need. 
They did not know what they 
were doing, but they needed for- 
giveness. They ought to have 
known what they were doing. Ig- 
norance is not innocence. ‘And 
this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were 
evil” (John 3:19). Jesus taught 
that they needed forgiveness de- 
spite their ignorance and spiritual] 
darkness. They, of course, knew 
that they were putting to death 
an innocent man, and that He 
claimed to be God. They knew 
that they were wrong for they 
had shut out any conviction of the 
truth, but they did not know the 
enormity of their crime. 


The Sinner Blind 


My friend, if you are without 
the Lord Jesus Christ, you know 
that you are a sinner, but you do 
not realize the depth and loath- 
someness of your sins. Someone 
has said that these people knew 
what they were doing, but that 
they did not know WHAT they 
were doing. They did not know 
the extent of their offence, Oh, 
how blind the sinner is! Why 
would any one reject the Sav- 
iour? Why do men live in sin? 
Surely they do not know WHAT 
they are doing. 


No Hard Cases 


“Then said Jesus, Father, for- 
give THEM -...” Who were they? 
They were a mixed multifude, a 
heterogeneous mob. There were 
evil characters from the under- 
world, curious derelicts of human- 
ity who had simply followed the 
crowd to see the _ excitement, 
hardened soldiers of Rome who 


~ 


could gamble at the foot of His 


cross for the garments of a dy- 


ing Christ, and old, long-bearded 
Pharisees, steeped in religious 
prejudice and pride, the hardest 
people on earth to reach, Yes, all 
of these and others were there. 
His disciples were there. His 
mother was there. And, my 
friends, you and I were there rep- 
resented in that crowd, We were 
included in His prayer because our 


-sins were upon Him and helped to 


erucify Him. But notice that He 
did not make exceptions. He did 
not regard the salvation of any- 
one a thing too hard for God. 


Say, there are no “hard cases” 
with God. Sometimes we are prone 
to think that some people are too 
hard for God to reach, but often 
when they deride and mock they 
are under’ deep conviction and 
their professed agnosticism is 
merely a camouflage with which 
they are trying to turn aside con- 
viction. Christian wife, keep on 
praying for your unsaved hus- 
band! He is not too hard for Jesus. 
Those excuses he gives and those 
ugly things he says may be an 
indication that he is already un- 
der conviction. A man who was 
converted recently said to me, “I 
have said so many false things 
about you and the Christians who 
have tried to lead me to Jesus 
and I knew they were false as 
I said them. Please forgive me.” 


Hard Cases Saved 


Sinner, do you think you are 
too hard to be saved? You have 
not gone so far in sin that Jesus 
cannot save you. I have watched 
Him perform His miracles of re- 
generation for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. I have seen many “hard 
cases” saved—drunkards and har- 
lots and gamblers, and thieves 
and murderers and skeptics and 
agnostics and atheists and moral- 
ists and even preachers. I have 
seen them come, young and old, 
to accept the Saviour, and there is 
ample proof that He can save 
“all that come to God by him.” 


Mel Trotter was a notorious 
drunkard, but Jesus made him 
sober and transformed him in- 
to a princely soul winner and 
founder of 63 rescue missions. 


R. A. Torrey was a scholarly 
skeptic, but Jesus saved his soul 
and made him a flaming evangel- 
ist and a great contender for the 
faith. 

Saul of Tarsus was a sworn 
enemy of Jesus Christ, but on the 
Damascus road he met the Sav- 
iour and became His bond-slave 
forever. 


Jerry MaCauley was a river 
boat thief, but Jesus made him 
honest and turned him into a 
powerhouse for God. 

Jake Lindsey was a_ hopeless. 
dope fiend, but Jesus set him free 
and gave him a story to tell. 

If you know the most wretch- 
ed sinner on earth, you find him 
and tell him that Jesus can save 
him. If you have sunk to the very 
depth of sin and degradation, you 


need not despair. Jesus loved you || 


and included you in. His prayer. 


I stand amazed in the Presence 
of Jesus the Nazarene, 


And wonder how He could love : 


me, 

A sinner, condemned, unclean. 
How marvelous! How wonderful! 
And my song shali ever be: 
How marvelous! How wonderful 
Is my Saviour’s love for me, 


Hell, An Incentive 


I am a Christian but not only 
because I am afraid of Hell. If I 
had no other incentive than that 
I do not want to go to Hell, I 
would-be a Christian. I believe 
there is a- literal Hell, a place 
of fire, a place of darkness, a 
place of remorse, a place of weep- 
ing and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth, a piace of torment, a place 
of eternal banishment from God, 
and I do not want to go there; 


but that is not the reason I came 


to Jesus. That might have had 
something to do with my repent- 
ance, but it is not the thing that 
converted me. 


Heaven, An Incentive 


I am not a Christian simply be- 
cause I want to go to Heaven. I 
believe that there is a Heaven and 
that it is a literal place. I expect 
to walk down streets of gold un- 
der a cloudless sky. I expect to 
sit down on the banks of a river 
that flows from the throne of God. 
I expect to see the risen Christ 
and hear Him speak “as never 
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of Insurance 


Dr. Sam Morris, leading tem- 
perance figure, has gone out of the 
automobile insurance business, sell- 
ing his stock and retiring as presi- 
dent of the Abstainers National 
Insurance Company. A report sent 
to the Des Moines, lowa Register 
states that Mr. Morris owned 45 
per cent of the stock and that it 
had been sold to Stanley Bossart 
of Oklahoma City. The company 
now plans to function under the 
name National Savings Insurance 
Corporation. 
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man spake” and make plain the 
mysteries of the universe, and 
some things He could not explain 
to poor, limited mortals when He 
was here. I expect to see loved 
ones who are already over there. 
I would not miss going to Hea- 
ven for all the world; but that is 
not why I am a Christian. If 
there were no other incentives, 
I would be a Christian, but that 
is not why I became a Christian. 


Practicality, An Incentive 


I am not a Christian simply be- 
cause the Christian life is the only 
practical life. It is. If God can 
see all the future, and if He de- 
lights in the welfare of those who 
do His will, the only successful 
life is the God-planned, God-di- 
rected life. But that is’ not why 
I am a Christian. 


Influence, An Incentive 


I'am not a Christian simply be- 
cause I have influence on others. 
I do have influence and so do you. 
Everybody has influence. Some- 
body ‘has said, “A little hair casts 
a shadow.” I have had the joy of 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


‘Father, Forgive Them” 


(Continued from page 4) 


bringing many people to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and I can count hun- 
dreds of full-time Christian work- 
ers whom I have.had the joy of 
helping to decide to yield their 
lives to the Lord. There is more 
joy in that than in anything this 
world has to offer. If there were 
no other incentive than the fact 
that everyone of us has influence 
and his influence will either help 
to populate Heaven or it will help 
to populate Hell, 1 would be a 
Christian. 


Why I Am A Christian 


The thing that brought me to 
Christ, however, is a realization 
that Jesus loved me. I say it to 
my shame: I had been a church 
member elevén years but had nev- 
er been saved. I was nineteen 
years of age and was a devotee of 
worldiy pleasure. My godly~par- 
ents were so concerned about me 
that I voluntarily went to Sunday 
School one day just to make them 
feel better about me. I had often 
gone, but always because my par- 
ents insisted on it. But on this 
particular Sunday the _ superin- 
tendent asked me if I would teach 
a class. I protested that I was not 
fit to teach a class, but he in- 
sisted that I was, I took the 
class, but I did not want to be a 
hypocrite, so,I said, “If I am going 
to teach Sunday School, I will 
have to live a Christian life, so I 
will cut out my sins.” 


Good Resolutions 


I resolved to quit drinking. I 
was not a drunkard. J could take 
a drink or leave it alone. The fel- 
low who can do that usually takes 
it. I decided to quit gambling. I 
did not play the roulette wheels, 
but I. used to bet on the ball 
games. It is as certainly gambling 
to match for a Coca Cola as it is 
to shoot craps in a dirty back al- 
ley. It is as surely gambling to 
take a chance on an automobile 
which is being raffled off by some 
apostate church as it is to play 
poker in a greasy, back room in 
._ some pool hall. Gambling is gam- 
bling whether it is done by so- 
ciety people at the bridge table or 
gambling professionals in Las 
Vegas. 


I resolved to quit cursing. Now, 
I never formed the habit of tak- 
ing God’s name in vain. I do not 
deserve any credit for that, but 
when I was a little child I heard 
an old man say, “If you could 
breathe your own air to take God’s 
name in vain it might-not be so 
bad, but when you use the air 
that God gives you to keep you 
alive to curse His holy name, that 
is the height of ingratitude.” I 
always had a contempt for an in- 
grate and I did not want to be 
one, so I was careful not to form 
the habit of profaning the name of 
God. But my language was not 
clean because “out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” My heart’ was / not 
clean, so my words condemned 
me 


Religious But Lost 


I catalogued my sins and re- 
solved to quit them. I resolved to 
‘serve God and be. faithful in re- 
ligious duties, but I was not saved. 
I kept my resolutions very weli 
but I could not live the Christian 
life because I did not have the 
Christian life. Salvation is a Per- 
son, and that Person is Jesus. 
Someone has said, “Tryigg to be 
a Christian without Christ is jiike 
trying to pump water out of a 
dry well.” That is what, I was 
trying to do. 


I Needed Jesus 


One Sunday morning as I. tried 
to teach the Sunday School lesson 
it dawned on me that what I need- 
ed was Jesus. The lesson was on 
“The Martyrdom of Stephen.” 
When Stephen had been stoned 
by the angry mob and was dying, 
he saw Jesus “standing on the 
right hand of God” and “he 
kneeled down and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge” (Acts 7:55, 60). 
There was a reference to the Sav- 
iour’s prayer, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what 
they do.” When I read this to my 
Sunday Sehool class I said, “Boys, 
you see Stephen had the Spirit 
of Christ..He prayed for those 


who put him to death. Jesus 
prayed for those wao crucified 
Him. And you know, our sins 
nailed Jesus to the cross.’”’ When 
I said that I realized for the first 
time in all my life the truth of 
it. Then I said, “Boys, I am a 
sinner. I have never been saved. 
I am not fit to teach your class. 
But right now I will trust Christ 
as my Saviour.” I bowed my head 
and was weeping and so were the 
boys. That moment I was born 
again. I am a Christian because 
the realization of the mighty love 
of Christ gripped my soul. 


In evil, long I took delight, 
Unawed by shame or fear 

Till a new Object caught my sight 
And changed my wild career. 


I saw One hanging on a tree, 
In agony and blood; 

He fixed His languid eyes on me, 
As near His cross I stood. 


Sure, never, till my latest breath, 

Can I forget that look: 

It seemed to charge me with His 
death, 

Though not a word He spoke. 


My conscience felt and owned the 
guilt, 

And plunged me in despair; 

I saw my sins His blood had spilt 

And helped to nail Him there. 


Alas! I knew not what I did, 


But now my tears are vain: 


Where shali my trembling soul be 
hid? 

For I the Lord have slain. 

A second look He 
said, 

“T freely all forgive. 

This blood is for thy ransom paid, 

I die that thou may’st live.” 


gave, which 


My friend, your sins were upon 
Jesus. He died for you. If you had 
been the only sinner who ever 
lived, He would have died for you 
just as He died for us all. He died 
for you. Will you trust Him now? 


Trust Christ Today 


You have read this strong, fer- 
vent sermon by Dr. Parker. If 
you have not yet trusted Christ to 
save you from your sins, won't 
you do so right now? You must 
realize that your sin will ruin 
you and damn your soul. Then 
turn away from your sin and ask 
Jesus Christ to save you right 
now, and trust Him to do so. He 
will come into your heart, give 
you the power to live for Him, 


and make you ready for Heaven. 


If you have never definitely 
trusted Christ as your Saviour, 
won’t you do so this moment? I 
would like to send you a letter 
of counsel and encouragement and 
tell Dr. Parker of your decision. 
Will you fill out and send to me 
the following decision form if you 
are right now trusting Christ for 
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Continual Mercy 


A BENEVOLENT PERSON GAVE 
Mr. RowLAND HILL A HUNDRED 
POUNDS TO DISPENSE TO A POOR 


‘MINISTER, AND THINKING IT WAS 


TOO MUCH TO SEND HIM ALL AT 
ONCE, Mr. HILL FORWARDED FIVE 
POUNDS IN A LETTER, WITH SIM- 
PLY THESE WORDS WITHIN THE 
ENVELOPE, “MORE TO FOLLOW.” 
IN A FEW DAYS’ TIME, THE GOOD 
MAN RECEIVED ANOTHER LETTER 
BY THE POST—LETTERS BY THE 
POST WERE RARITIES IN THOSE 
DAYS; THIS SECOND MESSENGER 
CONTAINED ANOTHER FIVE 
POUNDS, WITH THE SAME: MOTTO, 
“AND MORE TO FOLLOW.” A DAY 
OR TWO AFTER CAME A THIRD AND 
A FOURTH, AND STILL THE SAME 
PROMISE, “AND MORE TO. FOL- 
Low.’ TILL THE WHOLE SUM 
HAD BEEN RECEIVED THE ASTON- 
ISHED MINISTER WAS MADE FA- 
MILIAR WITH THE CHEERING 
worpbs, “AND MORE TO FOLLOW.” 

EVERY BLESSING THAT COMES 
FROM Gop IS SENT WITH THE 
SELF-SAME MESSAGE, ““AND MORE 
TO FOLLOW.” “I FORGIVE YoU 
YOUR SINS, BUT THERE’S MORE TO 
FOLLOW.” “I JUSTIFY ¥OU IN THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST, BUT 
THERES MORE TO FOLLOW.” “I 
ADOPT YOU INTO MY FAMILY, BUT 
THERES MORE TO. FOLLOW.” “I 
EDUCATE YOU FOR HEAVEN, BUT 
THERES MORE TO FOLLOW.” “J 
GIVE YOU GRACE UPON GRACE, 
RUT THERE'S. MORE TO FOLLOW.” 
“| HAVE HELPED YOU EVEN TO 
OLD AGE, BUT THERE'S STILL 
MORE TO FOLLOW.” “I WILL UP- 
HOLD YOU IN. THE HOUR. OF 
DEATH, AND AS YOU ARE PASSING 
INTO THE WORLD OF SPIRITS. My 
MERCY SHALL STILL CONTINUE 
WITH YOU, AND WHEN. YOU LAND 
IN THE WORLD TO COME THERE 
SHALL. STILL: BE MORE TO 
FOLLOW.”—Charles Spurgeon 
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the first time to save you from 
your sins, 


Dr. John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Rice: 


I have read Dr. Parker's ser- 
mon, “Father, Forgive Them.” [I 
confess that I am a poor lost sin- 


ner and believe that Jesus. died. 


to pay for my sins. Here and now 
I turn from my sins and trust 
Jesus Christ as my personal Sav- 
iour. I will claim Christ openly 
soon, and set out to live daily for 
Him, God helping me. 


Name 


Address ne 


Leaders 
Write... 
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house in his teaching and inter- 
pretation has flown into the face 
of the Word.of God and blatantly 
denied its obvious meaning. He 
has also, however, gone contrary 
to the great historic Confession 
of his own church in-such a stand 
and in such a teaching. We won- 
der where this’ pathway upon 
which he travels will lead him.” 
Dr. Richard V, Clearwaters, Pres- 
ident 
Central Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
Minneapolis 11, Minnesota 


* * BS 


“T have read your article care- 
fully and I want you to know I 
appreciate the charitable, Chris- 
tian attitude you show through- 
out this timely and much-needed 
message. I hold no animus against 
Dr. Barnhouse or any other Chris- 
tian who is wrong but he is so 
seriously in- error and does. such 
violence to the plain teaching of 
Scripture that it would seem im- 
perative for someone to collate 
and present these tragic facts. 


“When the radio station WMBI 
deliberately cuts a speaker off the 
air waves there certainly must be 
something radically wrong with 
the content of his message. And 
there is, for this confusicn which 
Dr. Barnhouse is causing in Chris- 
tian circles across America is 
tragedy compounded.” 

Dr. David Otis Fuller, Pastor 

Wealthy Street Baptist Church 

Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 


* *K * 


“Tn regard to your letter of 
January 10 and the enclosed arti- 
cle, it’ is my opinion that the 
Scriptures are clear that Chris- 
tians should separate themselves 
not only from those guilty of 
moral apostasy but also from 
those guilty of theological apos- 
tasy. While I am slow to judge 
others in matters of separation, I 
personally feel that the only scrip- 
tural position is one in which 
there is no compromise with seri- 
ous. doctrinal defection and es- 
pecially no union of Christians 
and those not born again in a 
common Christian undertaking.” 
Dr. John F. Walvoord, President 
Dallas Theological Seminary 
Dallas 4, Texas 


* * * 


“T have read with great interest 
Walter Handford’s article, ‘Is Dr. 
Barnhouse Right?’ and I agree 
wholeheartedly with Evangelist 
Handford’s position that Dr. Barn- 
house is anything but right. 


“THe SWORD OF THE LorD and 
the author of this article can ex- 
pect a new avalanche of acrimoni- 
ous letters, vicious epithets, .and 
that sort of thing. The apostles 
of the ‘New Evangelicalism’ and 
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4:42). Is Christ really “the Sav- 
iour of the world,” and not just 
Saviour of a part of the world? 
Yes, Christ is potentially the Sav- 
iour of the whole world. In I 
John 4:14 He is. given that title 
again, “And we have seen “and do 
testify that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.” Not every person in the 
world takes Christ as his Saviour, 
but that is what the Father sent 
the Son for—to be the Saviour 
of the’ world. , 


The Apostle Paul tells why he 
labors so hard to get everybody 
to trust the Saviour: ‘For there- 
fore we both labour and suffer 
reproach, because we trust in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of 
all men, specially of those that 
believe” (I Tim. 4:10). 

Paul wanted everybody to hear 
the Gospel, because Christ is “the 
Saviour of all men, specially of 
those that believe.” He is, in gen- 
eral, a Saviour of all men. He 
is, especially and particularly, 
only a Saviour of those who trust 
Him. But that is the fault of 
men, not the fault of God. Christ 
came to pay for the sins of the 
world and offer Himself as a Sav- 
iour to every man. 

Is not that same thing taught in 
John 3:16, 17? 

“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begctten 
Son, that whosoever believeth im 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” 

It is the whole world that God 
loves. It is the whole world for 
which Christ died! And God did 
- not send His Son into the world 
' to condemn the world, nor any 
part of it, but He-sent His Son 
“that the world through him 
might be saved.” 

This is restated in the Bible 
so many times that to try to 
evade the truth that Christ died 
for all men seems immoral, seems 
to show some prejudice and bias 
against the Bible at face value. 

In John 12:47 Jesus said: 

“And if any man hear. my 
words, and believe not, I judge 
him not: for I came not to judge 
the world, but to save the world.” 

What did Jesus come for? “I 
came not to judge the world, but 
to save the world,” Jesus said. 
He wanted to save not a few in- 
dividuals, but the world. Any 
person who without bias takes 
the Scripture at face value, is 
bound to believe that the Lord 
Jesus wanted to save the whole 
world, and died for the sins of 
the world. 

It is true that all who reject 
the Saviour are damned_ and 
ought to be damned. But it is 
still mereifully true that salvation 
has been purchased on the cross 
for every sinner. 

The first epistle of John is 
written primarily to Christians. 
And John writes to teach Chris- 
tians how to have joy and fel- 
lowship with God the Father and 
with the Son. Heesays, “My Jittle 
children, these things write I unto 


you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ 


the righteous” (I John 2:1). Oh, 
blessed be God, we poor, failing, 
sinning Christians have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous! One who has 
been saved can day by day con- 
fess and forsake his sins and have 
cleansing anew, and _§ fellowship 
with the Father and the Son. 
But the Holy Spirit did not 
allow John to leave the matter 
there. The next verse continues, 
“And he is. the propitiation. for 
our sins: and not for our’s only, 
but also for the sins of the whole 
world.” You see, it is a_ blessed 
truth that Christ is the advocate 
for Christians and that all of our 
sins are paid for. It is a blessed 
truth that we can come day by 
day for the new cleansing and 
the renewed fellowship which we 
so often need. But God does not 
want this blessed truth to obscure 
the greater fact—Christ is the 
propitiation FOR THE. SINS OF 
THE WHOLE WORLD! | Every 


person ever born had his‘sins paid | 


could have had them 
if he would. He could 


tor, He 
forgiven 
have 
would. 
Christ on the cross paid for the 


been a child of God if he! 
The atonement. of Jesus | 


sins of every poor sinner ever 
born! No reader can look up to 
the bleeding Saviour on the cross 
and then say that God intended 
that reader to go to Hell! His 
sins are paid for; he could be 
saved and ought to be saved! 


II. The “INIQUITY OF US 
ALL” Laid on Jesus 


What kind of atonement - is 
pictured in Isaiah 53, that gospel 
chapter in the Old Testament? 
There we are told that Jesus was 
“despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief.” There we are told, 
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows.’ There 
we are told, “But he was wounded 


for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was 


upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed.’ Isaiah; this  silver- 
tongued evangelist of the Old 
Testament, knew that Jesus died 
for sinners. But how many sin- 
ners? Did He die for all or for 
only a minority of men? Was it 
an atonement and propitiation for 
all men everywhere or for only 
a selected few? 

Isaiah 53:6 tells us plainly, “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his 


Isaiah 53:6 and you will be saved.” 

He found the verse and read it 
carefully. “All we like sheep have 
gone astray.” ‘‘Well,” he said to 
himself, “I can certainly go in 
at the first ‘all. I have gone 
astray like a lost sheep. I am a 
poor lost sinner!” 


And then he read the last part 
of the verse, “And the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
And he said to himself, “Then if 
I come out at the last ‘all,’ I must 
believe that Jesus took my place, 
paid for my sins, and that all 
my iniquities are paid for on the 
cross. And if I rely upon that, I 
will be saved, the minister said!’ 


So he trusted Christ and was 
saved. He trusted the Saviour 
who bore the iniquity of us ALL. 


This same blessed truth, that 
Christ paid for the sins of all 
sinners everywhere, is taught in 
Hebrews 2:9. Read this blessed 
Scripture and believe it and re- 
joice: 

“But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the an- 
gels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; 
that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man.” 

The dear Lord Jesus came in- 
to this world for the suffering 
of death and He did it, ‘that he 
by the grace of God should taste 
death FOR EVERY MAN.” 

Jesus died not for a few but 
for all, literally for every man. 
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His lamp am T, 
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To shine where He shall say; 

And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 
Nor for the light of day; 

But for the dark places of the earth, 


Where shame and wrong and crime have birth, 
Or for the murky twilight gray 


W here wandering sheep have gone astray, 
’ Or where the lamp of faith grotvs dim 
And souls are groping after Him. 


And as sometimes a flame we find, 


Clear-shining, through the night 


So dark we cannot see the lamp— 


But only see the light—- 
So may I shine, Hts love the flame, 
That men may glorify His name. 


own way: and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.” 

How many have gone astray? 
‘SAll... have gone astray.” 

How have we sinned? ‘We have 
turned every one to his own way.” 

How much of the iniquity of 
mankind was laid on Jesus? 

“The Lord hath laid on him 
THE INIQUITY. OF US ALL.” 

If words have any meaning, 
then the iniquity of the whole sin- 
ning human race was laid on Jesus 
Christ. If “all” .in: the first of 
verse six means all human kind 
have sinned, then “all” in the last 
of verse six means that all have 
their sins paid for, and that all 
may be forgiven! 

A famous’ English preacher 
preached in an English town and 
then rushed to catch a train for 
London. 


A sinner heard the _ preacher,. 


became deeply convicted, and felt 
he must settle now the matter of 
salvation. So he followed the 
preacher to the train and just 
as the tr&in pulled into the sta- 
tion he seized the  preacher’s 
lapel and with anxious heart and 
voice inquired, “But I want to be 
saved. I must be saved! Tell me 


how!’ 
The minister’ said, “I must 
catch this last train to London. 


Do you have a Bible?” 

“Yes, I have one at home,” said 
the anxious inquirer. 

“Then find Isaiah 53:6,” 
the minister. 


said 
“Tsisten very care- 
fully. In Isaiah 53:6 go in at the 
first ‘all’ and come out at the 
last ‘all’ and you will be saved.” 

The preacher was hustled into 
the train and the inquirer left 
alone. He went back to his home 
‘and in the Bible sought Isaiah 
23:6. “What did he mean?” he 
mused, “Go in at the first. ‘all’ 
‘and come out at the last ‘all’ of 


Would it not be wicked to doubt 
or to try to explain away such 
explicit statements in the Word of 
God? We may say simply that 
the so-called “limited atonement” 


is not mentioned in the’ Bible 
and is not taught in the Bible. 
For God arranged that every 
person who- should ever live 


could be saved if he would. 

In I Timothy 2:5,6 the same 
blessed doctrine is explicitly stat- 
ed: “For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus; WHO 
GAVE HIMSELF A RANSOM 
FUR <ALL: .:.” 

How could language be plainer? 
Any honest Christian who takes 
the Bible. at face value must ac- 
cept it that the Lord Jesus Christ 
gave Himself a ransom for . all, 
that is, for every sinner’ ever 
born! So the Bible plainly says 
and so Bible believers must be- 
lieve. 


III. The Bible Pictures an 
Atonement as Universal 
as Sin 


There rises in my heart a holy 
indignation when I face that man- 
made term “limited atonement,” 
for that term is exact opposite 
of what the Bible teaches. 

Men, speaking not by the au- 
thority of God’s Word, but by hu- 
man wisdom, and philosophy, fol- 
lowing Augustine or Calvin, say 
that if Christ died for some sin- 
ner who is never’ saved, then 
God’s love and grace were thwar- 
ted. And so to insist on a man- 
made doctrine of “absolute sover- 
eignty of God,” by which they 
miean that God never. offered 
anybody anything that He did not 
compel them .to take, they make 
God the author and planner of 
every sin that ever’ occurred! 
They even say that God Himself 


planned for Adam to sin, because 
they do not want to allow that 
God’s love could be rejected and 
God’s grace refused. 


But the simple truth is that 
nearly everybody who was ever 
saved first heard the Gospel many 
times and was called many times 
before he answered. When I was 
saved at about nine years of age, 
God’s blessed Spirit had been 
after me, convicting me, for at 
least five years! Men are called 
who do not come. And God pur- 
chased salvation for all, whether 
they receive it or not. 


In the book of Romans, the 
great epistle written on the theme 
of the grace of God, we find again 
and again this blessed teaching 
that God’s loving atonement for 
sin went as far as sin went and 
beyond, that the grace of salvation 
is as universally offered and pro- 
vided for as man’s sin. 


In Romans 3:9-20 we have a 
terrible indictment of the whole 
human race. There are fourteen 
charges against mankind, all of 
mankind. And note how univer- 
sal is God’s charge: 

“They are all under sin” (vs. 9). 


“There is none righteous, no, not 
one” (vs. 10). 


“There is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that  seeketh 
after God” (vs. 11). 

“They are all gone out of the 
way...there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one” (vs. 12). 

“That every mouth may be stop- 
ped, and all the world may be- 
come guilty before God” (vs. 19). 

“For there is no_ difference: 
For all have sinned, and come short 
of the giory of God” (vss. 22, 23). 

Here we clearly see that sin has 
marked and damned every person 
ever born. 

And now follows’ the blessed 
teaching that if all have sinned, 
all may be freely justified. 

Now read-this passage with this 
in mind:. “For there is no dif- 
ference: For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God: 
Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 


‘Christ Jesus.” 


Would not any humble, honest 
Christian reading that properly 
understand that it is those who 
have sinned who may be freely 
justified? Of course in verse 22 
we are told that this is “the 
righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe.” We 
are not speaking of any salvation 
that does not depend on _ the 
righteousness . of Christ and His 
atonement for our sins. But does 
not that Scripture properly infer 
that as all have sinned, all may 
be freely justified? 

But let us go further. In verses 
22 and 23 the Scripture says,- “For 
there is no difference: For ali 
have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God.” Now in the 
Same epistle, in Romans 10:12, the 
same blessed Holy Spirit says, 
“For there is no difference _ be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call upon him.” 

There is no difference, for all 
have sinned. There is no differ- 
ence, all may be saved. 

Jesus Christ is the “same Lord 
over all.” He is not one kind of 
a Lord to those predestined to be 
saved and another kind of Lord 
to those who are predestined to 
be lost. As far as atoning for 
their sins and making a way of 
salvation is concerned, Jesus 
Christ is the same Lord over all, 
over Jews and over Gentiles. If 
“there is no difference’ means that 
all have sinned, then’ the 


same 
term, talking about _ salvation, 
“there is no difference,” ‘means 


that all may be saved. 

But this is not an isolated in- 
stance. In the book of Romans 
this teaching appears many times. 
In Romans, chapter 5, it is so 
emphatic and clear that one dare 
not twist it to mean anything 
else, 

There verse 18 says, ‘Therefore 
as by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemna- 
tion; even so by the righteousness 
of one the free gift came upon 
all men unto justification of life.’ 

Here is the blessed teaching. 
The first Adam sinned and so the 
whole human race became sinners. 
The second Adam died and paid 
for sin so “the free gift came up- 
. all men unto justification of 
ife.”’ a5 

The clear teaching here is that 
as far as the offense went, the 
atonement went. As many men 


‘ 


as became sinners by Adam's fal] 
—that many were provided for in 
Christ’s atoning death! Any other 
interpretation of the Scripture 
would be a biased and less than 
honest interpretation. 


Again in Romans 5:20 the Scrip- 
ture says, “Moreover the law en- 
tered, that the offence. might 
abound. But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more~ abound.” 
Here is the elear rule: “But where 
sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.” To say that grace 
does not reach as far as sin reach- 
es would be a denial of. the plain 
statement of God. No, the Bible 
teaches an atonement which is 
no more limited than sin is limit- 
ed. ‘Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound.” 


The sixth chapter of Romans 
carries out this theme and verse 
23 sums it up again: “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” There is 
no hint that the wages of sin. is 
death for only part of mankind. 
This is true universally. So it is 
fair to understand the tenor of 
Scriptures as teaching that the 
gift of God is eternal life for those 
who have sinned, if they will but 
have it. 


In Romans 8:32 this contrast of 
universal sin balanced by. universal 
atonement is stated again: “He 
that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” : ‘ 

God did not spare His beloved 
Son Jesus, “but delivered him up 
FOR US ALL.” The atonement 
is for all. However. far sin went 
to-damn the whole human race, 
the righteousness .of God went 
further in Christ, God’s sacrifice 
for sins! Here is no talk of a 
man-made philosophy of a limited 
atonement, but here is the clear 
teaching that God gave up His 
Son FOR US ALL. 

God says of Jews and Gentiles, 
“For God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all” (Rom. © 11:32). 
How many have been condemned 
in unbelief? 
God hath concluded THEM ALL 
in unbelief.” And how many are 
included in the mercy of God? 
The answer is, “That he might 
have mercy UPON ALL.”’ 


I am _ saying that throughout 
the book of Romans, and in many 
other places in the Bible, the 
grace of God is made as exten- 
sive as the fact of man’s sin. 


In fact, that is the teaching of 
Isaiah 53:6. “All we like sheep 
have gone astray...and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.”’ Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound. 

This’) same. balanee, that the 
grace of God and His atoning pro- 
vision for man’s. salvation ~ are 
coextensive with the fact of sin 
and as universally provided for 
man as sin has cursed man, is 
taught in I Corinthians 15:21, 22. 

“For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.” . 

This Scripture -plainly teaches 
that as all men potentially ‘became 
sinners by Adam’s sin, so all that 
are ever. born are _ potentially 
made alive in Christ. 

That means that no one ever 
went to Hell because of Adam's 
sin. Whatever was lost in Adam 
was regained in Christ! 

These verses teach that. little 
unaccountable children, . infants 
who never knew right from wrong, 
who never consciously accepted 
or rejected Christ, are kept safe 
by the blood of Christ until they 
come to know and choose for 
themselves right or wrong, and 
become consciously sinners. 

Read that passage again and 
see that just as universally ‘“‘as in 
Adam all die,” just as universally 
‘so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” In both cases the death 
and salvation are potentiai, for 
the race of sinners was not yet 
born when Adam sinned, but his 
Sin potentially made all sinners. 
And so although some have_ not 
trusted Christ for salvation, He 
is the-Saviour of ‘the. world, and 
potentially the Saviour of all, -de- 
pending on their faith in Him. 

These Scriptures make absurd 
the Calvinistie invention of a ‘“‘lim- 
ited atonement.”” No, Jesus Christ 
died for the sins of the whole 
world, and all may be saved if 
they will. 


(Continued next issue) 
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those who would defend or follow 
Dr. Barnhouse cannot answer Mr. 
Handford’s arguments either with 
logic or the Word of God. The po- 
sition which Mr. Handford takes 
is in line with the Scripture. Since 
Mr, Handford’s position is in line 
with the Word of God, it is con- 
sistent and intelligent. 


“Dr. Barnhouse is like a weath- 
er cock that changes its direction 


with the changing winds of pcpu- 


lar theology—Dr. Barnhouse whc 
formerly condemned the Revised 
Standard Version of the Word of 
God now endorses it. Dr. Barn- 
house who formerly stood against 
the National Council of Churches 
now co-operates with them and 
preaches on radio and television 
under their auspices. Dr. Barn- 
house at one time stands for the 
Truth; another time he endorses 
false religion like Seventh-Day 
Adventism.”’ 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., President 

Bob Jones University 

Greenville, South Carolina 

Ke * ok 

“IT am especially pleased. with 
your intelligent summary of the 
scriptural meaning of ‘love.’ Too 
many church leaders today are 
trying to cover up their spirit of 
compromise with the pretention 
of acting in brotherly love. 

“Thank God for the voice of 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD in these 
strange and perilous days.” 


Dr. Tom Malone, Pastor 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Pontiac, Michigan 
i * ** 


“You have done a very good job 
of making clear the issues which 
are before us in these days. I have 
been exceedingly distressed myself 
over the way evangelical “Chris- 
tians have attempted to set the 
love of God over against the holi- 
ness and truth of God and have 
either implied by their actions or 
taught by their words that a 
Christian could not be loyal on 
the one hand to the clear teach- 
ing of God’s Word concerning 
separation and still have a loving 
attitude toward his brother. I am 
convinced that a Christian must 
be obedient not: only to the ,com- 
mand to love his brother. but at 
the same time to keep himself 
separate from all evil. Your argu- 
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ments are clear and scriptural. I 
trust that this article will do great 
good and will help to open the 
eyes of many.” 

Dr. Robert G. Rayburn, President 
Covenant College and Theological 

Seminary 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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“Your keen analysis of Dr. 
Barnhouse and his present posi- 
tion is to be commended. You will 
of course incur the displeasure of 
a host of fundamentalists who 
hear Dr. Barnhouse’s great Bible 
expositions over the air, but who 
do not know the facts. To hear 
Dr. Barnhouse in a biblical ex- 
position, and then to read some 
of his articles, one would think 
they were expressions from two 
different men. His abject apologies 
to the Presbyterian Church USA, 
his hooking up with the National 
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Inside a man’s heart there is need of a 
thorough plowing by God's grace, for if any 
part of our nature is left to itself, the weeds 
of sin smother the soul._—Spurgeon. 
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Council of Churches as their tele- 
vision spokesman, his declaration 
that Seventh-Day Adventists are 
fundamental Christians, his Chris- 
tianizing of the Red-front Hro- 
modka .of Czechoslovakia—pro- 
duce confusion which is past un- 
derstanding.” 


Dr. Robert T. Ketcham, National 
Representative 

General Association of Regular 
Baptist Churches 

Chicago 5, Illinois 


* *% % 


“You have let the Word of God 
speak for itself regarding the need 
for separation from apostasy in 
our day. We are plagued with the 


philosophy that says, “The end| 
justifies the means.’ You have 
clearly shown us that the end 


results only glorify God when we 
follow scriptural means.” 
Dr, James T. Jeremiah, President 
Cedarville College 
Cedarville, Ohio 
st rf rf 

“THE SWORD OF THE LORD and 
you have done the evangelicals 
around the world a real service 


in bringing before your Christian’ 


readers the deadly statements of 
this internationally known Bible 
teacher. Evangelicals should arise 
everywhere in protest against 
such heresy. Many evangelicals 
want no voice raised in protest. 
True born-again believers, howev- 
er, can never be impassive, when 
the truth of the Gospel is denied. 
The Gospel is far too precious for 
us to be indifferent to its adulter- 
ation.” | 


Evangelist James Stewart 


Asheville, North Carolina 

kK * v8 
“As you know, my ministry 
takes me into churches of all sizes 
in all sections of the country. I 
have personally observed with sor- 
row the tremendous ‘grass roots’ 
repercussions this whole issue has 
been having on Mr. and Mrs. 
Average Christian. The inclusive 
position of compromise with infi- 
delity and apostasy being advocat- 
ed by such outstanding leaders as 
Billy Graham, Dr. Barnhouse, Dr. 


Ockenga, et al., is hurting the 
fundamental cause no end—«nd 


the worst is yet to come, I fear. 
Church members are beginning to 
wonder aloud about- separation 
and many are complaining to their 
pastars about the ‘extreme’ posi- 
tion of their church, suggesting 
they try the new approach of love 
toward everyone, even the Devil, 
I guess. Young people are wonder- 


ring about such issues as the mov- 


ies—and well they might when 
outstanding. leaders recommend 
certain commercial films and rid- 
icule a negative approach to 
Christian living.”’ 
Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Pana, Illinois 


* * * 


“Certainly we can heartily en- 
dorse your article as representing 
the scriptural position on separa- 
tion. We are glad for the strong 
position that THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD has taken concerning these 
matters.” 

Rev. Ernest Pickering, 
Executive Secretary 
Independent Fundamental Church- 

es of America 
Chicago 5, Illinois 

* k k 


“Your discussion of the amaz- 


National 


‘fusion 


ing theological and ecclesiastical 
acrobatics of Dr. Barnhouse meets 
with my approval. When one re- 
members what he formerly wrote, 
and then reads what he writes 
today, he is left in deep bewilder- 
ment. 


“His insistence that ‘the one 
rallying cry valid for our day’ is 
love, calls for_a definition of love. 
In orthodoxy the basis of ethics 
is the holiness of God. In liberal- 
ism and the new evangelicalism, 
the basis of ethics is love. A re- 
cent evangelical book on ethics 
has a large index without a single 
reference to holiness. In ortho- 
doxy holiness is the primary at- 
tribute of God; in liberalism and 
the new evangelicalism, love is 
the primary attribute of God. The 
new expression ‘holy love’ indi- 
cates this. 

“We are reminded of the words 
of Augustus Strong: ‘I desire es- 
pecially to call attention to the 
section on Perfection, and the At- 
tributes involved, because I be- 
lieve that the recent merging of 
Holiness in Love, and the prac- 
tical denial that Righteousness is 
fundamental in God’s nature, are 
responsible for the 
views of law and the superficial 
views of sin which now prevail in 
some systems of theology. There 
can be no proper doctrine of the 
atonement and no proper doctrine 
of retribution, so long as Holiness 
is refused its preeminence.’ (Sys- 
tematic Theology, Preface) 


“There is no doubt in my mind 
that Dr. Barnhouse and the new 
evangelicals have done the very 
thing that Dr. Strong warned 
against. The sentimental view of 
love so prevalent in compromising 
circles today is liberal rather than 
scriptural. 

“THE SWORD OF THE LORD is 
rendering the cause of Christ a 
great service in these days of con- 
and compromise.” 

Dr. Chester E. 

Chicago, Illinois 


Tulga 
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“T have read with tremendous 
interest your strong article in 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, ‘Is Dr. 
Barnhouse Right?’ 

“T helieve this is the strongest, 
straightest, clearest, most compre- 
hensive message I have read on 
this tremendously important mat- 
ter on the separation of Bible-be- 


utilitarian 


lieving Christians from modern- 
isticly sponsored ministries. Per- 
sonally, I was greatly blessed by 
the massive weight of Scripture 
you presented on this matter. 
Actually; I do not believe I had 
realized what a vast number of 
Scriptures deal with this subject 
and your message is certainly so 
clear that no honest inquirer can 
possibly have any doubt as to 
whether or not Dr. Barnhouse is 
right,” 

Dr. Bill Rice 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

* * * 

“I have read your article, ‘Is 
Dr. Barnhouse Right?’ with in- 
creasing praise to God. You have 
stated here the clear, consistent, 
scriptural position of the purity 
of the Gospel and the purity of 
the church. The doctrine of sep- 
aration is nothing more than that 
the church must maintain the in- 
tegrity of the Gospel and be loyal 


(Continued on page 9) 
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DENTAL PLATE 


Made from your old one... 
returned Air Mail same day 


New Process Saves 
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New Professiona|! 
Method makes beautiful per- 
fect-fitting plastic plate from old 
cracked loose plates WITHOUT IMPRESSION. 


30 DAY MONEY-BACK FRIAL 


YOU ean have gorgeous, natural-looking, perfect- 
fitting false plates that are comfortable, healthful 
and prideful. From your old plate we will make a 
brand new de snture —upper, lower or partial — per- 
fectly matched, perfect!y natural. Amazing sav ings 
with new scientific Clinical method. New plates re- 
turned to you Air Mail usually within eight hours. 
SEND NO MONE Just send name and ad- 
dress for interesting de- 
tails of wonderful guarantee that enables you to try 
your new plate for 30 whole days to be sure they’re 
EXACTLY what you want. If not delighted, Clinical 
returns every cent you’ve paid. Write immediately. 


CLINICAL DENTAL LABORATORY, Dept. *-792 
335 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Hlinois 
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Your family knows that you are unique. 
live forever because they cannot imagine 


They “know” 
you gone, 


that you must 
For them, who 


could take your place—who could provide a heart and home as you 


have done? 


Leave $16,066.60 to Help Them! 


Here is protection that you can 
afford for your family. It is pos- 
sible for a few pennies more than 
the price of your daily newspaper 
to pay for $10,000.00 worth of 
insurance for 10 years on a Min- 
isters Life and Casualty Union 
“10-10” Policy. 

The cost is low because the ‘10- 
10” Policy is trimmed of frills. 
It is pure term insurance with a 
simple dividend rate that reduces 
your payments by nearly a third. 
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CASUALTY UNION 
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Available only to LEE LEON OD AE eee 

seminary students, deaconesses, 
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And there is an important extra 
feature—any time before the 
ninth year you may convert to an 
Ordinary Life or Endowment 
Policy in order to build up cash 


and termination. values for your 
later years. 
MULCU’s “10-10” Poliey provides 


you with $19,000.00 protection for 
your family for ten years—it is 
not decreasing term insurance. 
Send for complete information 
today! 
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Help for Every Phase of the Christian's Life 


The King of the Jews 


By Dr. John R, Rice 


A Verse-by-Verse Commen- 
tary on Matthew. Scholarly 
and exhaustive, this commen- 
tary does not dodge issues but 
gives adequate presentation 
of the virgin birth and other 
key doctrines. Over 1,000 
copies sold before it came 
from the press. $4.50 


Sword Book of 
Treasures 


A collection of classics in 
Christian literature. Some of the 
treasures included are: 


THE WONDER OF THE BOOK by Dyson Hague 
OUR SOLITARY SAVIOUR by .R. L. Moyer 
THE FINNISH GOLD STORY by S. D. Gordon 


MY INFIDELITY AND WHAT BECAME OF IT 
by B. H. Carroll 


SAFETY, CERTAINTY, AND ENJOYMENT by 
George Cutting 


Includes photographs and bio- 
graphical sketches of contributors. 


$3.00 


The Power of 
Pentecost 


By Dr. John R, Rice 


Dr. Billy Graham listed this 
as one of the most influential 
books in his ministry and 
called it “the best coverage 
of the Holy Spirit I have ever 
read.” 


Kindly but firmly, this book 
deals: with the teachings of 
ultra-dispensationalism, per- 
fectionism, the modern 
tongues movement and other 
heresies. $3.50 


Bobbed Hair, 
Bossy Wives, 
Women Preachers 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


Answers from the Bible for wo- 
men who want to know God’s 
teaching on these important issues. 

Cloth, $1.50 
Paper, $.75 


Formula for Revival — 


By Dr. Hyman Appelman. 
Dr. Lee Roberson says in his 


Introduction, “There are no 
light or unimportant spots in| 


these sermons.” _.__. $2.00 


| Enlightening | Encouraging ! 


God’s Cure for 
Anxious Gare 


By Dr. John R, Rice 


An ideal gift book, this volume points 
the way fo comfort, encouragement, guid- 
ance, strength and continual joy in the 
Christian life. Nine messages include: 


Affectionate Christians 
Power to the Faint 
I Thirst 

$2.00 


The Ruin of a Christian 


By Dr. John R, Rice 


Twelve sermons for Chris- 
tians on lukewarmness, hid- 
den sins, lying, not winning 
souls, evil-speaking, judging 
and being unequally yoked. 


“Here is evangelistic 
preaching with all the fine 
passion, humor and drama of 
Dwight Moody. A book for 
the backslidden — and the 
careless who stand in peril of 
backsliding ... sermons that 
bless and burn.” Christian 
Herald. 

$2.50 


Kings On Parade 


By Dr. Lee Roberson. Strik- 
ing lessons from the lives of 
Adoni-bezek, David, Asa, Jo- 


ash, Hezekiah, Manasseh, 
Zedekiah and other Bible 
UR $1.50 


John 3:16 


By Robert Moyer. “These 
addresses are calculated to 
awaken the unsaved and to 
give peace and assurance to 
the anxious.” H. A. Ironside. 
iesiiaiaiadininiheesiien olacbuaicas __. $2.00 


Present-Day Methodism 
and the Bible 


By Newton C. Conant. 
Points out the dangers facing 
this great denomination. In- 
dexed by Scripture, by topic 
and by personality. Paper. 
smite Nika cee $1.00 


Hollywood Gesspool 


By Robert L. Sumner. Here 
is documented information 
concerning over 900 leading 
movie personalities. _ $3.00 


When Skeletons Come 
Out of Their Closets 


By Dr. John R, Rice 


Eleven challenging messages for 
both believer and unbeliever. 


$2.00 


Bread From 
Bellevue Oven 


By Dr. Robert G. Lee. In- 
cludes 8 sermons — Chasing 
Fleas; Is Hell a Myth?; The 
Taming of a Wild Man; and 
T3590 GEROTRG io iui $2.50 


Household Salvation 


By John Linton. Sermons 
that are really different, with 
rich Scotch humor and pene- 
trating insight. ____- $1.50 


Old-Time Religion 


By Dr. Joe Henry Hankins. 
Five powerful messages by 
this experienced and effective 
evanvenst,... 2252. $2.00 


Some Golden Daybreak 


By Dr. Lee Roberson. Bless- 
ed promises from the Word to 
strengthen and encourage 
Christians in their daily walk. 
ied Ss ucthisanspacbuihes settee $2.00 


Death... and After? 


By Dr. Lee Roberson. Shall 
We Know Each Other in 
Heaven? What Happens 
When a Baby Dies? These and 
many other questions are an- 
swered in these seven ser- 
eS $1.50 


5 Ancient Sins 


By Dr. Lee Roberson. A vig- 
orus treatment of the sins of 
jealousy, gossip, selfishness, 
malice and unfaithfulness. __ 
stad dh ciccwinichie os sochacaancoes $1.25 


It’s Dynamite 


By Dr. Lee _ Roberson. 
Points to the power in faith, 
prayer, suffering, the Gospel, 
etc. Contains pictures of Dr. 
Robinson’s family and church. 


ee $1 50 
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e 
How fo,Obtain 
Fullness of Power 


By R. A. Torrey. This book 
deals with the power of the 
Word, the blood of Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, prayer and a 


surrendered life. _.. $1.50 


Vest Pocket Companion 


By R. A. Torrey. A pocket- 
sized handbook for soul win- 
ea Sk avai ob ab 75c 


The Christian and the Liquor 
Traffic 


By Dr. Sam Morris. Factual 
and Scriptural, ........- 50¢ 


Gospel Chalk Talks 


By E. H. Smith, 26 thrilling 
GREE CEIRG, cam cuckcudeo 50¢ 


What’s Wrong With 
Gambling? 


By James V. Lamb. Five 
strong startling chapters. 50c 


A Review and Expose of the 
Interpreter’s Bible by Robert 
bi PORNO es ec 50¢ 


When Billy Graham 
Found Christ 

By Edward E. Ham. The 
story of an all-day prayer 


meeting and a revival with 
world-reaching results __ 50c¢ 


Timely 15¢ Booklets 


THE BLIGHT OF BOOZE by Robert 
L. Sumner 


HEY, YOUNG PEOPLE! THEY- SAY 
I’M CRAZY by Wilfrid Meloon 


SEPARATION FROM SIN AND 
WORLDLINESS by Robert L. Sumner 


WHAT IS A JEHOVAH’S WITNESS? 
by John Wimbish 


each 15e 


Heaven Can Be Yours! 
by Robert L. Sumner __ 6c 


“What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” by John R. Rice 2¢ 


Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


[] The King of the Jews ~--.-- $4.50 
[] Sword Book of Treasures .... 3.00 
[] The Power of Pentecost ~~... 3.50 


{[] Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, 


Women Preachers—Cloth  - .-. 1.50 
[] Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, 

Women Preachers—Paper .... .75 
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[] God’s Cure for Anxious Care —. 2.00 
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[] 5 Ancient Sins > 1.25 


Handy Order Form 


Order from your favorite bookseller or 


Dept. SL-258 


Yes please send me the books indicated below: 
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[] How to Obtain Fullness of 
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Vest Pocket Companion  ------ 
Christian & the Liquor Traffic 
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What’s Wrong with Gambling? 
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A Review and Expose of the 
Interpreter’s Bible 


[] When Billy Graham Found 
Christ 


[] The Blight of Booze ~.....-- ‘ 


[] Hey, Young People! They Say 
I’m Crazy 


[] Separation from Sin and 
Worldliness 
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(Continued from page 7) 


to her Head. It is not a cage 
full of unclean birds but a temple 
honoring one, and only one, Christ. 


“T have, of course, had as much 
dealing with Dr. Barnhouse 
through these years in the Pres- 
byterian field of controversy as 
anyone else. I wish to thank you 
for your clear analysis and ex- 
posure Of his false position and 
misleading leadership.” 

Dr. Carl McIntire, Editor 
CHRISTIAN BEACON 
Collingswood, New Jersey 
* * ok 


“You are to be commended for 
your courage and candor in deal- 
ing with a very serious problem 
which has developed within Chris- 
tendom. The inability or unwill- 


(Continued from page 1) 


The Golden Key of Prayer 


encouraged—“And shew __ thee 
great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not.” 


I. Prayer Commanded 


We are not merely counselled 
and recommended to pray, but 
bidden to pray. This is great con- 
descension. An hospital is— built: 
it is considered sufficient that free 
admission shall be given to the 
sick when they seek it; but no 
order in council is made that a 
man must enter its gates. A soup 
kitchen is well provided for in the 
depth of winter. Notice is promul- 
gated that those who are poor 
may receive food on application; 
but no one thinks of passing an 
Act of. Parliament compelling «the 
poor to come and wait at the 
door to take the charity. It is 
thought to be enough to proffer it 


business: you have no right to 
take that before God! So suggests 
the foul fiend of Hell. Therefore, 
there stands written as an every- 
day precept suitable to every case 
into which a Christian can be cast, 
“Call unto me; call unto me.” 


healed? Cry unto Me, for I am a 
Great Physician. Does providence 
trouble thee? Art thou fearful 
‘that thou shalt not provide things 
honest in the.sight of man? Call 
unto 
thee? Dost thou feel that which 
is sharper than.an adder’s tooth 
—a.thankless child? Call unto Me. 
Are thy griefs little yet painful, 
like small points and pricks of 
thorns? Call unto Me! Is thy bur- 
den heavy as though it would 
make thy back break beneath its 
load? 


Art thou sick? Wouldst thou be 


Me! Do thy children vex 


Call unto Me! “Cast thy 


ture you are told to pray. You 
will be surprised to find how 
many times such words as these 
are given: “Call upon me in the 
day of trouble, and I will deliver 
thee.” “Ye people, pour out your 
heart before him.” “Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found; call 
ye upon him while he is near.” 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” 
“Watch and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation.” “Pray without 
ceasing.” “Come boldly unto the 
throne of grace.” “Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to 
you.” “Continue in prayer.” 


I need not multiply where I 


could not possibly exhaust. I pick | 


two or three out of this great bag 
of pearls. Come, Christian, you 
ought never to question whether 
you have a right to pray. You 
should never ask, “May I be per- 
mitted to come into His pres- 
ence?” When you have so many 
commands (and God’s commands 


lings), you may come boldly unto 
the throne of heavenly grace by 
the new and living way through 
the rent veil. 

But there are times when God 
not only commands “His people 
to pray in the Bible, but He also 
commands them to pray directly 
by the motions of His Holy Spirit. 
You who know the inner life com- 
prehend me at once, You feel on 
a sudden, possibly in the midst 
of business, the pressing thought 
that you must retire to pray. It 
may be you do not at first take 
particular notice of the inclina- 
tion, but it comes again, and 
again, and again—‘Retire and 
pray!” 

I find that in the matter of 
prayer, I am myself very much 
like a water-wheel which runs 
well when there is plenty of wat- 
er, but which turns with very lit- 
tle force when the brook is grow- 
ing shallow; or, like the ship 
which flies over the waves, put- 
ting out all her canvas when the 


burden upon the Lord, and _ he 
shall sustain thee; he shall never 
suffer the righteous to be moved.” 


without issuing any sort of man- 
date that men shall accept it. Yet 
so strange is the infatuation of 
man ‘on the one hand, which 
makes him need a command to be 
merciful to his own soul, and so 
marvellous is the condescension of 
our gracious God on the other, 
that he issues a command of love 
without which not a man of Adam 
born would partake of the gospel 
feast, but would rather. starve 


ingness of many Christian leaders are all promises, and all ‘enab- 

to distinguish between the true 

and the false’ is appalling.” 
Dr, Paul R. Jackson, President 
Baptist Bible Seminary 
Johnson City, New York 


* * * 


(Continued on page 10) 


ALASKA IS CALLING 


The Slavic Gospel Association work in Alaska is now 
being carried on under the new name, Alaska Gospel As- 
sociation. New Testaments and Gospei literature are dis- 
tributed and Gospel services and other Christ-centered 
activities are conducted for children, youth, adults and 
servicemen. Several Bible-trained missionaries are needed 
for this field now. Your fellowship in the work will be 
greatly appreciated, 


ALASKA GOSPEL. ASSOCIATION 


We Are Commanded to Pray 
Both in God’s Word and 
By His Spirit 

We must not leave our -first 
part till we have made another 
remark. We ought to be very glad 
that God hath given us this com- 
mand in His Word that it may be 


“It seems to me almost incon- 
ceivable that one who had the 
light he seemed to have could 

have allowed: bigotry or ambi- 


“her « 


‘ $5 per hundred. The reprint of 


tion or any other influence to lead 

him into his present position.” 

Dr. Monroe Parker, President 

Pillsbury Conservative Baptist Bi- 
bie College 

Owatonna, Minnesota 


* * * 


“Your most timely and thor- 
oughly scriptural article should be 
read by every’ Bible-believing 
Christian. Its presentation of the 
biblical position on separation is 
thoroughly sound and its warnings 
concerning the ‘New Evangelical- 
ism’ should open many eyes. I 
especially hope that many of the 
fine Christian young people as- 
sociated with the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship can read the 
message and thus be alerted to 
what is happening to a hitherto 
sound and helpful youth move- 
ment in our colleges.” 


Rev. William E. Ashbrook, Pastor 
Calvary Bible Church 
Columbus 14, Ohio 


* *f * 


“Dr. Barnhouse is a good man 
who believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and has preached with 
power, and does much good. But 
his present position is certainly 
questionable. He says in the para- 
graph that you quote, “The Bible 
teaches separation from individ- 
ual apostates who deny the deity 
of the Lord Jesus.Christ.’ This is 
exactly what we have contended. 
This is exactly why I left the 
Presbyterian Church in_ the 
U. S. A. The Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. has in positions of 
leadership men who do just that, 
who deny the deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and yet Dr. Barn- 
house does not separate from 
these apostates. I can only con- 
clude that Dr. Barnhouse is not 
convinced that the prominent 
modernists and neo-orthodox peo- 
ple of our day actually deny the 
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
seems to think that they only de- 
ny some lesser doctrines. You are 
right that even denial of lesser 
doctrines should in some _ cases 
cause separation. But this is not 
even a case like the belief in soul 
sleep (important though that mat- 
ter would be). Modernism is a 
totally different religion as even 
the Christian..Century admitted, 
long ago. Logically, Dr. Barn- 
house’s position involves a repud- 
iation of the whole history. of 
Protestantism. He could -coneeiv- 
ably stay in the Roman Catholic 
Church, for that chufch is much 
more consistent in affirming the 
deity of Christ than is the Nation- 
al Council of Churches!” 

Dr. R. Laird Harris, Professor 
Covenant College and Theological 

Seminary 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Also Teacher in Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Il. 


1 XK _ ee 
Reprints of this article on sepa- 
ration are available at 5c each, 


this article is titled, “Dr. Barn- 
house and Separation.” Address 


than come. 


Because of Worldliness, Sin 
And Unbelief 


In the matter of prayer it is 
even so. God’s own people need, 
or else they would not receive it, 
a command to pray. How is this? 
Because, dear friends, we are very 


indeed that be not our usual state. 
We do not forget to eat: we do 
not forget to take the shop shut- 
ters down 
be diligent in business: we do 
not forget to go to our beds to 
rest: but we often do forget to 


to spend, as we ought to spend, 


ship with our Father and our God. 


ledger is so bulky that you can- 
not move it, and the Bible, repre- 
senting their devotion, is so small 
that you might almost put it in 
your waistcoat pocket. Hours for 
the world! Moments for Christ! 
The world has the best, and our 
closet the parings’ of our time. We 
give our strength and freshness to 
the ways of mammon, and our 
fatigue and languor to the ways 
of God. Hence it is that we need 
to be commanded to attend to 
that very act which it ought to 
be our greatest happiness, as it is 
our highest privilege to perform, 
viz. to meet with our God. “Call 
upon me,” saith He, for He knows 
that we are apt to forget to call 
upon God. “What meanest thou, 
oh, sleeper? arise and call upon 
thy God,” is an exhortation which 
is needed by us as well as by 
Jonah in the storm. 


He understands what heavy 
hearts we have sometimes, when 
under a sense of sin. Satan says 
to us, “Why should you pray? 
How can you hope to prevail? In 
vain, thou sayest, I will arise and 
go to my Father, for thou art not 
worthy to be one of his hired ser- 
vants. How canst thou see the 
king’s face after thou hast played 
the traitor against him? How wilt 
thou dare to approach unto the 
altar when thou hast thyself de- 
filed it, and when the sacrifice 
which thou wouldst bring there is: 
a poor polluted one?” O brethren, 
it is well for us that we afe com- 


|}manded to pray, or else in times 


of heaviness we might give it up. 
If God command me, unfit-as I 
may be, I will creep to the foot- 
stool of grace; and since He says, 
“Pray without ceasing,’ though 
my words fail me and my heart 
itself will wander, yet I will still 
stammer out the wishes of my 
hungering soul and say, “O God, 
at least teach me to pray and 
help me to prevail with Thee.” 


Are we not commanded to pray 
also because of our frequent wnbe- 
lief? Unbelief whispers, ‘What 
profit is there if thou shouldst 
seek the Lord upon such-and-such 
a matter?” Either it is too trivial 
a matter, or it is too connected 
with temporals, or else it is a mat- 
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much, or else it is too high, too 
hard, too complicated a piece of 
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We Need the Command to Pray 


subject to fits of worldliness, if 


: we do not forget to 


wrestle with God in pfayer, and 


long periods in consecrated fellow- 


With too many professors the 


ter in which you have sinned too] 


Sure and abiding. It may be a 
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“We prayed together over our 5 
year old daughter . . . diphtheria... 
fever of 105 degrees and within 12 
hours the fever . .. and all symptcms 
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“One night I laid out before God the 
need for $920 for His work. Two days 
later I received a check for $1,000 from 
a man I had never seen amd with 
whom I had had no contact.” © 


“‘We_prayed in a Bible conference for 
an unsaved man, then went to his home 
and found he had surrendered to Christ 
20 minutes before, while we were 
praying.’ m 


“In hundreds of cases needs were 
met to the penny or the dollar of the 
amount asked.” 
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The Golden Key of Prayer 
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wind is favourable, but which has 
to tack about most laboriously 
when there is but little of the 
favouring breeze. 


Now, it strikes me that when: 
ever our Lord gives you the spe- 
cial inclination to pray, that you 
should double your diligence. You 
ought always to pray and not to 
faint. Yet when He gives you the 
special longing after prayer, and 
you feel a peculiar aptness and 
enjoyment in it, you have, over 
and above the command which is 
constantly binding,*another com- 
mand which should compel you to 
cheerful obedience. At such times 
I think we may stand in the posi- 
tion of David, to whom the Lord 
said, “When thou hearest a sound 
of a going in the tops of the mul- 
berry trees, then shalt thou be- 


stir thyself.” That going .in the 
tops of the mulberry trees may 
have been the footfalls of angels 
hastening to the help of David, 
and then David was to smite the 
Philistines; and when God’s mer- 
cies are coming, their footfalls are 
our desires to pray, and our de- 
sires to pray should be at once 
an indication that the set time 
to favour Zion is come. 


Sow plentifully now, for thou 
canst sow in hope; plough joyous- 
ly ‘now, for thy harvest is sure. 
Wrestle now, Jacob, for thou are 
about to be made a prevailing 
prince, and thy name shall be 
called Israel. Now is thy time, 
spiritual merchantmen; the mar- 
ket is high, trade much; thy profit 
shall be large. See to it that thou 
usest right well the golden hour, 


and reap thy harvest whilst the 
sun shines. 


II. An Answer Promised 


We ought not to tolerate for a 
minute the ghastly and grievous 
thought that God will not answer 
prayer. 


God’s Nature Demands He 
Answer Prayer 


His nature, as manifested in 
Christ Jesus, demands it. He has 
revealed Himself in the Gospel 
as a God of love, full of grace and 
truth; and how can He refuse to 
help those of His creatures who 
humbly, in His own appointed 
way, seek His face and favour? 

When the Athenian senate, up- 
on one occasion, found it most 
convenient to meet together in the 
open air, as they were sitting in 
their deliberations, a sparrow, 
pursued by a hawk, flew in the 
direction of the senate. Being hard 


“Sword Wit Sharpener” 


Deadline: March 1, 1958 


PUZZLE NO. 8 


Gh 6 7 
Z ff, 


9 Y, 


1G 


YA 32 ¥Y Y Yk 


Gy 


Please check one: Are you still 


Yes [] 


working for the Scofield Bible? 
No [] 


Mail to Puzzle Editor, Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 


Name 


PRINT CLEARLY 


Address 
City — 


The Wise Men 


isit the Infant Jesus 


Matt. 2 
CLEWS ACROSS CLEWS DOWN 

1 At that place 1 “When Herod the king had 
> “Till it . .. and stood over heard these... (s)” 

where the young child was’”’ 2 Barnyard fowl 
9 “...is he that is born king of| 3 Ancestor of Jesus (Luke 3) 

the Jews?” 4 “They...with exceeding great 
10 Musician nee joy.” 
11 “And he...them to Bethle-| 5 Eldest son of Ham (Gen. 10) 

hem.” 6 Manuscript (abbr.) 
13 Place in the northeast of Ca-|} 7 Snakelike fish 

naan (Num, 34) 8 “The..., which they saw in the 


14 Junior Deacon (abbr.) 

16 Street (abbr.) 

18 An African worm 

19 Registered nurse (abbr.) 

20 “That I may come and.. 
also”’ 

23 Troop (abbr.) 

24 National Guard (abbr.) 

25 and 26—‘when he had privily 
called the. 

28 Combining ‘form meaning ‘of 
Ares’ 

29 King of Bashan (Josh. 13) 

31 Before 

33 Falkland Islands (abbr.) 

34 Goad 

35 “They saw the young... 
Ma ” 


him 


. With 


38 That which is taken as a start- 


ing point in measuring 
39 “Thus it is written by... 
_ prophet.” 
40 “We have seen his star in the 


42 Kind of duck 

45 Thing (Law) 

46 The (Fr.) 

47 “They ...into their own coun- 
try another way.’ 

52 Life-saving Service (abbr.) 

24 Incline 

2) A southern state (abbr.) 

o¢ “And are come... worship him” 

58 “He was troubled, and all. 
with him.” 


east, went before them.” 


9 “Being...of God in a dream” 
12 “That they should ... return to 
Herod” 


15 Doctors (abbr.) 

17 “Enquired of them. diligently 
what...the star appeared” 

20 Warehouse warrant (abbr.) 

21 “Go and .. . diligently for the 
young child.” 

22 “Governor, that shall rule my 
...lsrael” 

27 “In the days of... the king” 

29 ‘‘When Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem ...Judaea”’ 

30 “They presented unto him....” 

32 The center of the civilized 
world at the time Christ was 


born 

34 “Gathered all the chief... (s) 
and scribes” 

36 “...demanded of them where 
Christ should be born.” 

37 Challenge 

38 “And...down, and worshipped 
him” 

41 Grasslike herb 

43 Road (abbr.) 

44 Units of work, e — — — 

48 First woman 
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Heaven Is Real 


By Dr. J. Vernon McGee 


HICAVEN 


u, VERNON 


MS GEL 


Here -are two heart-warming 
sermons from the pen of the pas- 
tor of the Church of the Open 
Door at Los Angeles, California. 
The first one, “Homesick for Heav- 
en,” presents the threefold wit- 
ness of Christ, Paul, and John 
about Heaven, then shows that 
city to be a place of inexpressible 


| beauty, perfect rest, and eternal 


companionship with Christ our 
Lord. The secor rmon, “Death 
of a Little Child,” was written in 
memory of the author’s first-born, 
Ruth Margaret, and is designed 
to bring comfort and enlighten- 
ment to all others thus bereaved. 

Heaven Is Real answers many 
of the perplexing problems people 
often ponder about. Confusions 
folks sometimes have about Heav- 
en will be cleared up from this 
booklet also. 


Attention, Puzzle Fans! 


Perhaps you have been wonder- 
ing why your prize book for a cor- 
rect puzzle entry has not arrived. 
Well, there have been just so many 
new additions to our puzzle family 
that we have not been able to 

handle all the entries as quickly 

as before. Imagine! 2,000 correct 
entries in One week! In addition, 
we had to decide as to how to 
process all of your entries in the 
quickest and most convenient. way. 
You will find, therefore;;some new 
additions under the rules section 
below. Please read them carefully. 
Notice section 4 in particular as 
well as the new rule for section 2 
given two weeks ago. We hope 
that both you and we may profit 
by them. 


THE RULES 


1, Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clews given. An- 
swers must be complete and cor- 
rect. ; | 

2. PRINT (not write) your 
name and address.in the blank 
below the puzzle. This coupon will 
serve as your address label for the 
envelope containing your prize. 
Mail to: PUZZLE EDITOR, THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. If you do not wish to cut up 
your copy of the paper, you may 
print your name and address and 
the answers according to the clew 
numbers given on a separate sheet 
of paper. Entries will not be re- 
turned. 


pressed by the bird of prey, it 
sought shelter in the bosom of one 
of the senators. He, being a man 
of rough and. vulgar mould, took 
the bird from his bosom, dashed 
it on the ground and so killed it. 
Whereupon the whole senate rose 
in uproar, and without one single 
dissenting voice, condemned him 
to die, as being unworthy of a 
seat in the senate with them or 
to be called an Athenian, if- he 
did not render succour to a crea- 
ture that confided in him. 


Can we suppose that the God of 
Heaven, whose nature is_ love, 
could tear out of His bosom the 
poor fluttering dove that flies 
from the eagle of justice into the 
bosom of His mercy? Will He give 
the invitation to us to seek His 
face, and when we, as He knows, 
with so much trepidation of -fear, 
yet summon courage enough to 
fly into His bosom, will He then 
be unjust and ungracious enough 
to forget to hear our cry and to 
answer us? Let us not think so 
hardly of the God of Heaven. 


God, Giving His Son, Proves Love 
That Will Answer Prayer 


Let us recollect next, His past 
character as well as .His nature. 
I mean the character which He 
has won for Himself by His past 
deeds of grace. Consider, my 
brethren, that one stupendous dis- 
play of bounty—if I were to men- 
tion a thousand I could not give 
a better illustration of the char- 
acter of God than that one deed--— 
“He that spared not his own Son, 
but freely delivered him up for us 
all”—and it is not my inference 
only, but the inspired conclusion 
of an apostle—“how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all 
things?” If the Lord did not re- 
fuse to listen to my voice when I 
was a guilty sinner and an ene- 
my, how can He disregard my cry 
now that I am justified and saved! 
How is it that He heard the voice 
of my misery when my heart 
knew it not, and would not seek 
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vised Standard Version of the bi- 
ble, nor Phillips’ translations of 
the New Testament. However, 
puzzle premium number 4, KEEP 
THYSELF PURE, contained such 
an important message, we used il 
in spite of one incidental reference 
from each of these versions. 


the book, Heaven Is Real, your 
entry must be postmarked by mid- 
night, March 1, 1958. If your paper 
arrives the day before, on. the 
same day, or after the deadline 
date, please place that date on the 
entry. In such cases three addi- 
tional days from the arrival date 
wiil be given. The answer to Puz- 
zie Number 8 will appear in the 
March 14 issue of THE SworD OF 
THE LORD. 3 


4. Those who are working to- 
ward winning the Scofield Bibie 
must check the proper blank be- 
low the puzzle. If you check the 
blank marked “yes,” we will send 
you a coupon, Save these coupons. 
They are important. At the end of 
the year those who have fifty out 
of the possible fifty-two will be 
entitled to a Scofield Bible. Please 
remember that this is the only 
record we have concerning the 
number of your correct entries. It 


‘will be your responsibility to keep 
| the coupons. In addition, note that 


coupons may not be exchanged | . 
with one another or used collec- 
tively. The winning of the Bible is 
on an individual basis. The sending 
of the coupons has begun with 
Puzzle Number 2. Those having 
correct entries for Puzzle Number 
1 will be notified. 
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relief, if after all He will not hear 
me now that I am His child, His 


friend? The streaming wounds of ~ 


Jesus are the sure guarantee for 
answered prayer. ” 

George - Herbert represents in 
that quaint poem of his, “7he 
Bag,’ the Saviour saying— 


“If ye have anything to send or write 
(1 have no bag, but here is room) 
Unto my Father's hands and sight, 
(Believe me) it shall safely come. 
That | shall mind what you impart 


Look, you may put it very near my heart, 
Or if hereafter any of friends 

Will use me in this kind, the door 

Shall still be open; what he sends 

| will present and somewhat more 

Not: to his hurt.” 


Surely George Herbert’s thought 
was that the atonement was in 
itself a guarantee that prayer 
must be heard, that the great 
gash made near the Saviour’s 
heart, which let the light into the 
very depths of the heart of Deity, 
was a proof that He who sits in 
Heaven would hear the cry of His 
people. You misread Calvary, if 
you think that prayer is useless. 

But, beloved, we have the Lord’s 
oun promise for it, and He is a 
God that cannot lie. “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble and I 
will answer thee.” Has He not 
said, “Whatsoever -ye shall ask in 
prayer, believe that ye shall have 
it and ye shall have it’? We can- 
not pray, indeed, unless we believe 
this doctrine; “for he that cometh 
to God must believe that -he is, 
and that he is the rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him”; 
and if we have any question at all 
about whether our prayer will be 
heard, we are comparable to him 
that wavereth; “for he who wav- 
ereth is like a wave of the sea, 
driven with the wind and tossed; 
let not that man think that he 
Shall receive anything of the 
Lord.” 


Past Experience Shows. That 
God Answers Prayer 

Furthermore, it is not neces- 
sary, still it may strengthen the 
point, if we added that our own 
experience leads. us to believe 
that God will: answer prayer. I 
must not speak for you; but I may 
speak for myself. If there be any- 
thing I know, anything that I am 
quite assured of beyond all ques- 
tion, it is that praying breath is 
never spent in vain. If no other 
man here can say it, I dare to 
say it, and I know that I can 
prove it. My own conversion is 
the result of prayer, long, affec- 
tionate, earnest, importunate. Par- 
ents prayed for me; God heard 
their cries, and here I am to 
preach the Gospel. Since then I 
have adventured upon some things 
that were far beyond my capacity 
as I thought; but I have never 
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failed, because I have cast my- 
self upon the Lord. 

You know as a church that I 
have not scrupled to indulge large 
ideas of what we .might do for 
God; and. we have accomplished 
all that we purposed. I have 
sought God’s aid, and assistance, 
and help, in all my manifold un- 
dertakings, and though I cannot 
tell here the story of my private 
life in God’s work, yet if it were 
written it would be a standing 
proof that there is a God who 
answers prayer. He has heard my 
prayers, not now and then, nor 
once nor twice, but so many 
times, that it has grown into a 
habit with me to spread my case 
before God with the absolute cer- 
tainty that whatsoever I ask of 
God, He will give to me. It is not 
now a “perhaps” or a possibility. 
I know that my Lord answers me, 
and I dare not doubt— it were in- 
deed folly if I did. 

As I am sure that a certain 
amount of leverage will lift a 
weight, so I know that a certain 
amount of prayer will get any- 
thing from God. As the rain-cloud 
brings the shower, so prayer 
brings the blessing. As_ spring 
scatters flowers, so supplication 
ensures mercies. In all labour 
there is profit, but most of all in 
the work of intercession: I am 
sure of this, for I have reaped it. 

Still remember that prayer is 


always to be offered m submission | 


to God’s will; that when we say, 
God heareth prayer, we do not 
intend by that, that He always 
gives us literally what we ask for. 
We do mean, however, this, that 
He gives us what is best for us; 
and that if He does not give us 
the mercy we ask for in silver, 
He bestows it upon us in gold. 
If He doth not take away the 
thorn in the flesh, yet He saith, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee,” 
and that comes to the same in the 
end. 
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Lord Bolingbroke said to the 
Countess of Huntingdon, “I can- 
not understand, your  ladyship, 


| how you can make out earnest 


prayer to be consistent with sub- 
mission to the divine will.” 

‘My bord,” said she, “that is 
a matter of no difficulty. If I 
were a courtier of some generous 
king, and he gave me permission 
to ask any favour I pleased of 
him, I should be sure to put it 
thus, ‘Will your majesty be gra- 
clously pleased to grant me such- 
and-such a favour? But at the 
same time though I very much 
desire it, if it would in any way 
detract from your majesty’s hon- 
our, or if in your majesty’s judg- 


B® did not have this favour, I shall 
be quite as content to go with- 
out ‘it as to receive it.’ So you see 
I might earnestly offer a petition, 
and yet I might submissively 
leave it in the king’s hands.” 

50 with God. We never offer 
up prayer without inserting that 
Clause, either in spirit or in 
words, ‘Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as thou wilt; not my 
will but thine be done.” We can 
only pray without an “if” when 
We are quite sure that our will 
must be God’s will, because God’s 
will is fully our will. 


Ill. Encouragement to Faith 


I come to our third point, which 
I think is full of encouragement 
to all those who exercise the hal- 


MENT TO FAITH. “I will shew thee 
great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest- not.” 


God Opens Truth in 
Answer to Prayer 
Let us just remark that this 
was originally spoken to a proph- 


et in prison; and, therefore, it 
applies in the first place to every 
teacher; and, indeed, as every 


teacher must be a learner, it has 
a bearing upon every learner in 
divine truth. The best way by 
which a prophet and teacher and 
learner can know the reserved 
truths, the higher and more mys- 
terious truths of God, is by wait- 
ing upon God in prayer. I noticed 
very specially yesterday in reading 
the Book of the Prophet Daniel, 
how Daniel found out Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream. The _ soothsay- 
ers, the magicians, the astrologers 
of the Chaldees brought out their 
curious books and their strange- 
looking instruments, and began to 
mutter their abracadabra and all 
sorts of mysterious incantations, 
but they all failed. What did Dan- 
iel do? He set himself to prayer, 
and knowing that the prayer of 
a united body of men has more 
prevalence than the prayer of one, 
we find that Daniel called to- 
gether: his brethren, and _ bade 
them unite with him in earnest 
prayer that God would be pleased 
of His infinite mercy to open up 
the vision. 

And in the case of John, who 
was the Daniel of the New Testa- 
ment, you remember he saw a 
book in the right hand of Him 
who sat on the throne—-a book 
sealed with seven seals which 
none was found worthy to open or 
to look thereon. What did John 
do? The book was_by-and-by 
opened by the Lion of the Tribe 
of Judah, who had prevailed to 
open the book; but it is written 


“T wept much.” Yes, and the tears 
of John which’ were his liquid 
prayers, were, as far as he was 
concerned, the sacred keys by 
which the folded book was opened. 

Brethren in the ministry, you 
who are teachers in the Sunday 
School, and all of you who .are 
learners in the college of Christ 
Jesus, I pray you. remember that 
prayer is your best means of 
study. Like Daniel, you shall un- 
derstand the dream and the in- 
terpretation thereof, when you 
have sought unto God; and like 
John, you shall see the seven seals 
of precious truth unloosed, after 
that you have wept much. “Yea, 
if thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up the voice for wunder- 
standing; if thou seekest her as 
silver, and searchest for her as 
for hid treasures; then shalt thou 
understand the fear of the Lord 
and find the knowledge of God.” 

Stones are not broken except 
by an earnest use of the hammer; 


and the stone-breaker usually goes 


ment it should seem hetter that | 


lowed art of prayer; ENCOURAGE-. 


first before the book was opened, | 


down on his knees. Use the ham- 
mer of vengeance, and let ithe 
knee of prayer be exercised, too;. 
and there is net a stony doctrine 
in Revelation which is. useful for 
you to understand, which will not 
fly .into shivers under the exer- 
cise of prayer and faith. “Bene 
orasse est bene studwuisse”’ was a 
wise sentence of Luther, which 
has been so often quoted,.that we 
hardly venture but to hint at it. 
“To have prayed well is to have 
studied well.” You may force 
your way through anything with 
the leverage of prayers. Thoughts 
and reasonings may be like the 
steel wedges which may open a 
way into truth; but prayer is the 
lever, the prise which forces open 
the iron chest of sacred mystery, 
that we may get the treasure that 
is hidden therein for those who 
can force their way to reach it. 
The kingdom of Heaven still suf- 
fereth violence, and the violent 
taketh it by force. Take care that 
ye work away with the mighty 
implement of prayer, and noth- 
ing can stand against you. 


Blessed Experience and Fellowship 
With God in Answer to Prayer 


We must not, however, stop 
there. We have applied the text 
to only one case; it is applicable 
to a hundred. We single out an- 
other. The saint may expect to 
discover deeper experience and to 
know more of the higher spirit- 
ual life, by being much in prayer. 
There are different translations of 
my text. One version renders it, 
“T will shew thee great and forti- 
fied things which thou knowest 
not.” Another reads it, “Great.and 
reserved things which thou know- 
est not.” 

Now, all the developments of, 


spiritual life are not alike easy 


of attainment, There are the com- 
mon frames and feelings of re- 
pentance, and faith, and joy, and 
hope, which are enjoyed by the 
entire family: but there is an 
upper realm of rapture, of com- 
munion, and conscious union with 
Christ, which is far from being the 
common dwelling-place of believ- 
ers. All believers see Christ; but 
all believers do~-not put their 
fingers into the prints of the nails, 
nor thrust their hand into His 
side. We have not all the high 
privilege of-John to lean upon Je- 
sus’ bosom, nor of Paul, to be 
caught up into the third heaven. 

In the ark of salvation we find 
a lower, second, and third story; 
all are in the ark, but all are not 
in the same story. Most Chris- 
tians, as to the river of experi- 
ence, are only up to the ankles; 
some others have waded till the 
stream is up to the knees; a few 
find it breast-high; and but a few 
—oh! how few!—find it a river to 
swim in; the bottom of which 
they cannot touch. 

My brethren, there are heights 
in experimental knowledge of the 
things of God which the eagle’s 
eye of acumen and _ philosophic 
thought have never seen; and 
there are secret paths which the 
lion’s whelp of reason and judg- 
ment hath not as yet learned to 
travel. God alone can bear us 
there; but the chariot in which 
He takes us up, and, the fiery 
steeds with which that chariot is 
dragged, are prevailing prayers. 
Prevailing prayer is victorious ov- 
er the God of mercy. “By his 
strength he had power with God: 
yea, he had power over the angel, 
and prevailed: he wept, and made 
supplication unto him: he found 
him in Beth-el, and there he spake 
with us.” 


Prevailing prayer . takes the 
Christian to Carmel, and enables 


him to cover Heaven with Gouds 


of blessing, and earth with floods 
of mercy. Prevailing prayer bears 
the Christian aloft to Pisgah and 
shows him the inheritance re- 
served; ay, and it elevates him to 
Tabor and transfigures him, till 
in the likeness of his Lord, as He 
is, so are we also in this world. 
If you would reach to something 
higher than ordinary grovelling 
experience, look to the Rock that 
is higher than you, and look with 
the eye of faith through the win- 
dows of importunate prayer. To 
grow in experience then, there 
must be much prayer. 


Here Is Comfort for Those 
Who Are Tried Sorely 


You must have patience with 
me while I apply this text tod two 
or three more cases. It is certain- 
ly true of the sufferer under trial: 
if he waits upon God in prayer 
much he shall receive greater de- 
liverances than he has ever 
dreamed of—‘great and mighty 
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If you searched the wide world 
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Though I loved her, I loved 
wine. 


I'll ne’er forget the last night 
I kissed my dear good-bye. 
She tried so hard to smile, 
Though a tear was in her eye. 


“John, be good,” she whispered. 
Her voice was soft and low. 
How her little heart was aching, 

Now I only know. 


I didn’t want to drink that night, 
But the boys asked me to treat 


the class. 
“Come, let’s all go down to 
Browny’s.”’ 
“Come, John, and get us each a 
glass.” 


I yielded to temptation. - 
I drank and treated to wine, 

I staggered home. ’Twas morning, 
About the hour of nine. 


But Grace didn’t meet me 
With the smile she always wore. 

Her mother stood before me 
When I opened up the door. 


Tears were streaming down her 
faded cheeks. 
A look of sorrow was on her 
face. 
She pointed to the bedroom. 
There cold in death was darling 
Grace, 


Mother told me how by grief 
A fever had risen that night. 
Although a physician had been 
called, 
He could not save her life. 


I knelt beside her dainty form 
And asked God that I might be 

forgiven, et 
And always live as she asked me 


to, 
That I might meet her in Hea- 
ven. 


—Emily L. Williman 
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things, which thou knowest not.” 
Here is Jeremiah’s testimony :— 
“Thou drewest near in the day 
that I called upon thee: thou 
saidst, Fear not. O Lord, thou 
hast pleaded the causes of my 
soul; thou hast redeemed my life.” 
And David's is the same:—“I 
called upon the Lord in distress: 
the Lord answered me, and set me 
in a large place. . I will praise 
thee: for thou hast heard me, and 
art become my salvation.” And yet 
again:—‘‘Then they cried unto the 
Lord in their trouble, and He de- 
livered them out of their dis- 
tresses. And He led them forth 
by the right way, that they might 
go to a city of habitation.” 

“My husband is dead,” said the 
poor woman, “and my creditor is 
come to take my two sons as 
bondsmen.”’ She hoped that Elijah 
would possibly say, “What are 
your debts? I will pay them.” 
Instead of that, he multiplies her 
oil till it is written, “Go thou and 


pay thy debts, and’—what was 
the “and’?—‘live thou and_ thy 
children upon the rest.” So. often 


it will happen that God will not 
only help His people through the 
miry places of the way, so that 
they may just stand on the other 
side of the slough, but He will 
bring them safely far on the 
journey. 

That was a remarkable mir- 
acle, when in the midst of the 
storm, Jesus Christ came walk- 
ing upon the sea, the disciples re- 
ceived Him into the ship, and not 
only was the sea calm, but it is 
recorded, “Immediately tthe ship 
was at the land whither they 
went.” That was a mercy over and 
above what they asked. I some- 
times hear you pray and make 
use of a quotation which is. not 
in the Bible:—‘‘He is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above what 
we can ask or even think.” It is 
not so written in the Bible. I do 
not know what we can ask or 
what we can think. But it is said, 
“He is able to do exceeding abund- 
antly above what we ask or even 
think.” Let us then, dear friends, 
when we are in great trial, only 
say, “Now I am in prison; like 
Jeremiah, I will pray as he did, 
for I have God’s command to do 
it; and I will look out as he did, 
expecting that He wil show me 
reserved mercies’ which I know 
nothing of at present.” 
~ He will not merely bring His 
people through the battle, cover- 
ing their heads in it, but He will 
bring them forth with banners 
waving, to divide the spoil with 
the mighty, and to claim their 
portion with the strong. Expect 
great things of a God who gives 
such great promises as these. 


Encouragement for Christian 
Workers 

Again, here is encouragement 
for the worker. My dear friends, 
wait upon God much in prayer, 
and you have the promise that He 
will do greater things for you than 
you know of. We know not how 
much capacity for usefulness 
there may be in us. That ass’s 
jaw-bone lying there upon. the 
earth, what can it do? Nobody 
knows what it can do. It gets into 
Samson's hands, what can it not 
do? No one knows what it cannot 
do how that a Samson wields it. 


And you, friend, have _ often 
thought yourself to be as con- 
temptible as that bone, and you 
have said, ““‘What can I do?” Ay, 
but when Christ by His Spirit 
grips you, what can you not do? 
Truly you may adopt Paul’s lan- 
guage and say, “‘I can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth 
me.” 

However, do not depend upon 
prayer without effort. In a certain 
school there was one girl who 
knew the Lord, a very gracious, 
simple-hearted, trustful child. As 
usual, grace developed itself in the 
child according. to the child’s posi- 
tion. Her lessons were always best 
said of any in the elass. Another 
girl said to her, 
your lessons are always so well 
said?” 


“I pray God_to help me,” she | 


said, “to learn my lesson.” 


“Well,” thought the other, 
“Then I will do the same.” The 
next morning when she stood up 
jin the class she knew nothing; 
and when she was in disgrace she 
complained to the other, 


I prayed God to help me learn my 
lesson and I do not know any- 
thing of it. What is the use of 
prayer?” 

“But did you sit down and try 
to learn it?” 

“Oh, no,” she said, 
looked at the book.” 
“Ah,” then said the other, “I 
asked God to help me to learn my 
lesson; but I then sat down to 
it studiously, and I kept at it 
till I knew it well, and I learned 
it easily, because my earnest de- 
sire, which I had expressed to 
God, was, help me to be diligent 
in endeavouring to do my duty.” 
So is it with some who come 
up to prayer meetings and pray, 
and then they fold their arms and 
go away hoping that God’s work 
will go on. Like the Negro woman 
singing, “Fly abroad, thou mighty 
gospel,” but not putting a penny 
in the plate; so that her friend 
touched her and said, “But how 
can it fly if you don’t give it 
wings to fly with?” There be 


“TIT never 


many who appear to be very 
mighty in prayer, wondrous in 
supplications; but then they re- 


quire God to do what they can 
do themselves, and, therefore, God 
does nothing at all for them. “I 
shall leave my camel untied,” 
said an Arab once to Mahomet, 
“and trust to providence.” ‘Tie 
it up tight,’ said Mahomet, “and 
then trust to providence.” 

So you who say, “I shall pray 
and trust my church, or my class, 
or my work to God’s goodness,” 
may rather hear the voice of ex- 
perience and wisdom which says, 
“Do thy best; work as if all rested 
upon thy toil; as if thy own arm 


would bring thy salvation”; “and 
when thou hast done all, cast thy- 


Lself on him without whom it is 


in vain to rise up early and to sit 
up late, and to eat the bread of 
carefulness; and if he speed thee 
give him the praise.” 


Here Is Comfort for Intercessors 


I shall not detain you many 
minutes longer, but I want to 
notice that this promise ought to 
prove useful for the comforting 
of those who are intercessors for 
others. You who are calling upon 
God to save your children, to bless 
your neighbours, to remember 
your husbands or your wives in 
mercy, may take comfort from 
this, “I will shew thee great and 
mighty things; which thou know- 
est not.” 


A celebrated minister in the 
last century, one Mr. Bailey, was 
the child of a godly mother. This 
mother had almost ceased to pray 
for her husband, who was a man 
of a most ungodly stamp and a 
bitter persecutor. The mother 
prayed for her boy, and while he 
was yet eleven or twelve years 
of age, eternal mercy met with 
him. So sweetly instructed was 
the child in the things of the 
kingdom of God, that the mother 


he always did so—to conduct fam- 
ily prayer in the house. Morning 
and evening this little one laid 
open the Bible; and though the 
father would not deign to stop for 
the family prayer, yet on one oc- 
casion he was rather curious to 
know ‘what sort of an out the 
boy would make of it,” so he 
stopped on the other side of the 
door, and God blessed the prayer 
of his own child under thirteen 
eyears of age to his conversion. 


The mother might well have read 


requested him—and for some time | son 


my text with streaming eyes, and 
said, “Yes, Lord, thou hast shewn 
me great and mighty things which 
I knew not: thou hast not only 
saved my boy, but through my boy 
thou hast brought my husband to 
the truth.” 


You cannot guess how greatly 


God will bless you. Only go ‘and; 


stand at His door, you cannot tell 
what is in reserve for you. If you 
do not beg at all, you will get 
nothing; but if you beg He may 
not only give you, as it were, the 
bones and broken meat, but He 
may say to the servant at His 
table, “Take thou that dainty 
meat, and set that before the poor 
man.” 


Ruth went to glean; she ex- 
pected to get a few good ears: 
but Boaz said, “Let her glean 
even among the sheaves, and re- 
buke her not’; he said moreover 
to her, “At meal-time come thoy 
hither, and eat of the bread, and 
dip thy morsel in the vinegar.” 
Nay, she found a husband where 
she only expected to find a hand- 
ful of barley. 

So in prayer for others, God 
may give us such mercies that we 
shall be astounded at them, since 
we expected but little. Hear what 
is said of Job, and learn its les- 
, “And the Lord said, My ser- 
vant Job shall pray for. you: for 
him will I accept: lest I deal with 
you after your folly, in that ye 
have not spoken of me the thing 
which is right, like my servant 
Job: ... And the Lord turned the 
captivity of Job, when he prayed 
for his friends: also the Lord gave 
Job twice as much as he had be- 
fore.”’ 

Now, this word to close with. 
Some of you are seekers for your 
own conversion. God has quick- 
ened you to solemn prayer about 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT 


your own souls. You are not con- 
tent to go to Hell, you want Hea- 
ven; you want washing in the 
precious blood; you want eternal 
life. Dear friends, I pray take 
you this text—-God Himself speaks 
it to you—-‘Call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not.” At once take 
God at His word. Get home, go 
into your chamber and shut the 
door, and try Him. 


Young man, I say, try the Lord. 
Young woman, prove Him, -see 
whether He be true or not. If God 
be true, you cannot seek mercy 
at His hands through Jesus Christ 
and get a negative reply. He must, 
for His own -promise and charac- 
ter bind Him to it, open mercy’s 
gate to you who knock with all 
your heart. God help you, believ- 
ing in Christ Jesus, to cry aloud 
unto God, and His answer of peace 
is already on the way to meet 
you. You shall hear Him say, 
“Your sins which are many are all 
forgiven.” 


The Lord bless. you for His 
love’s sake. Amen. 


—The End— 
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